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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS

10: 25 a. m

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Good nor ni ng.
This is a Special Meeting of the Board of
El ections and we are here this norning to hear
nom nating petition challenges. It is
Wednesday, Septenber 3, 2014 and the tinme is
10:25 a.m W're at One Judiciary Square,
Room 280 Nort h.

| am Deborah K. Nichols, Chairman
of the Board; acconpanying nme this norning is
Board Menber Stephen Danzansky. Al so present
on the dais is Ken McGhie our general counsel.

Qur first hearing this norning is
the challenge to the nom nating petition of
John Cheeks, candi date for Chairman of the
Council of the District of Col unbia.

W will ask the parties to cone to
the table. Qur challenger is M. Robert
Turner, a registered voter in the District of
Col unbi a.

Al'l right, would everyone at the
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table identify thenselves for the record.

MR TURNER: Robert Turner.

MR, CHARLTON: ['"'m Wal ter
Charlton. I|'mattorney for M. John Cheeks.

MR. CHEEKS: John Cheeks for the
Chairman of the District of Col unbia.

MS. M KHAYLOVA: Margarita
M khayl ova, Speci al Prograns Coordi nator.

MR, NEWSOVE: Kevi n Newsone,
Vot er Services Assistant representing M.
Kar en Brooks.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right.
M. Newsone, will you read the Registrar's
report into the record pl ease.

MR, NEWSQOVE: On August 6, 2014,
John C. Cheeks submtted a nomi nating petition
to appear on the ballot as a candidate in the
Novenber 4, 2014 general election for the
O fice of Chairman of the Council

That petition was posted for
public inspection for ten days as required by

| aw and chal | enged on August 18, 2014 by

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Robert Turner, a registered voter in the
District of Col unbia.

A prelimnary review of the
chal l enge indicates that M. Cheeks submtted
a total of 6,216 signatures; the m ni num
requi renment to obtain ballot access for this
office is 3,000 signatures. Challenger Robert
Turner filed challenges to a total of 3,595
signatures enunerated by |ine and page nunber
on individual challenge sheets filed by each
petition page.

Petition signhatures were
chal | enged pursuant to Title IIl DCVMR Section
1607.1 of the Board's regulations on the
foll owi ng grounds:

The signer is not a duly
regi stered voter; the signer according to the
Board's records is not registered to vote at
the address listed on the petition at the tine
the petition was signed provided an address on
the petition that is different than the

address which appears on the Board's records

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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shal|l be deened valid and that the signer's
current address is within boundary from which
the candi date seeks nom nation and the signer
files a change of address formwth the Board
during the first ten days follow ng the date
on which the challenge to the nom nating
petition is filed. The signature is a
duplicate of a ballot signature, the petition
does not include the address of the signer.

The circulator of the petition
sheet was not a qualified petition circulator
at the tine the petition was signed. The
signature i s not nmade by the person whose
signature it purports to be.

Additionally, M. Turner requested
the Board disqualify and reject all of the
signatures collected by the follow ng seven
circulators on the grounds that all of the
signatures constitute blatant forgeries:
Charles Smth, Janes Craw ey, Jonat han Reed,
Mary Thomas, N kea Janes, Tina Summrers and

John Cheeks.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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She did not consider the veracity
of the affidavits of the circulators |isted
above as this task lies within the sole
provi nce of the Board of Elections. See
Brazill v. Anthony WIIlianms 02016 July 30,
2002. Rat her, she based her determ nation
concerning this challenge solely on a review
of the signatures challenge on a line-to-1line
basi s.

Her review of the challenge
I ndicates a total of 2,278 of the 3,595
chal l enges are valid. This |eaves the
candi date's nom nating petition wth 3,938
signatures, 938 signatures nore than the 3,000
signatures required for ballot access.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Thank you, M.
Newsonme. M. Turner?

MR TURNER: Yes ma' am

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Wul d you |ike
to present your chall enge?

MR, TURNER: Yes.

MR CHARLTON: Pardon ne, | do

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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have a prelimnary matter. For purposes of
nicety I want to get onto the record the fact

we have objected to the tineliness of M.

Turner' s--

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: No, M.
Charlton, no. |[|'mconducting this hearing so
let me get to you. | want to hear--

MR, CHARLTON: | understand.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: --the

chall enges that he is proffering today to us.
We'l|l get to you.

MR CHARLTON: Yes ma' am Thank
you.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Pl ease respect
t he Board.

MR, CHARLTON: Thank you, ma'am

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: | appreciate
it. Proceed, M. Turner.

MR, TURNER: Thank you, Madam
Chair. | first want to turn to circul ator
Jonat han Reed. | have highlighted several

I nstances where there are in ny opinion

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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bl atant forgeries several of the sheets that
he has circulated and that there's a pattern
of forgery.

|'"mnot reporting that he's the
one who forged the signatures but signatures
are forged because they're in the sane
handwiting and therefore | would |ike for
these signatures selected to be disqualified.

CHAI RMAN NI CHCLS: Pr oceed.

MR TURNER.  On page 152 of M.
Cheeks' signatures--

MR, CHARLTON: 1527

MR, TURNER: 152.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Hol d on one
second. Let nme just -- | have them separated
by circulators. So this is M. Jonathan
Reed's. Now let's go back to the first--
pl ease give ne a second.

Ckay. Jonathan Reed, let's do the
first one briefly just so we can get the page-

MR TURNER: Sure. |If you | ook at

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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lines 2, 3 and 5 of page 152. And then again

on lines 18, 19 and 20 as well as 15, 16 and
17.

CHAI RMAN NI CHCLS: You' re sayi ng
t he signatures?

MR TURNER Yes, |'m | ooking
just at the signatures.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. Thank
you. | don't need to go see any nore.

MR, TURNER: Ckay.

CHAI RMAN NI CHCLS: But you have
t hose enuner at ed?

MR, TURNER: Yes.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right.

MR, TURNER: W'l | nove onto the
next one. N kea Janes.

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: [ m
sorry, what am| looking at? Wat is this and
what is this?

MR TURNER: These are copies of
the petitions.

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: Sorry.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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This is a copy of this?

MR, TURNER: No, there are
several circulators for each chall enge.

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: Ch he's
nam ng the circul ators.

MR, TURNER: Yes. And these are
the ones that have been circul ated by
Jonat han Reed. And these are the ones
circul ated by Cheeks. And this is N kea Janes.

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: Ch.
Ckay. Thank you. Sorry, M. Turner, | just

want to stay with you that's all.

MR TURNER: | appreciate that.
No probl em

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: Are we
still on 1527

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: We're going to
Ni kea Janes, the circulator for N kea Janes,
he's not specified a nunber, a page nunber
here or |ine nunber.

MR, TURNER: Cheeks 212. |

woul d say pretty nuch the entire sheet.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAl RMAN NI CHOLS: | see, it's

the entire sheet. Now, are you alleging that
the signatures, the signature of the
petitioners are forged?

MR, TURNER: Yes ma' am

CHAI RVAN NI CHCOLS: And what is
the basis for that?

MR. TURNER: They | ook to be in
t he same handwriting.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Okay. Let's

proceed.

MR. TURNER: Same petitioner?

CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: Yes.

MR, TURNER: 213.

CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: Ckay.

MR. TURNER: | would say lines 1
t hrough 17.

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: Let ne
just ask you one question. Are you sayi ng
that you believe that these are all in the

same handwiting. D d you conpare the

regi stration cards for any of these people?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR TURNER  No sir.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. Let us
see the ones you have conpared the
regi stration, the signature on the
registration card to the signature here.

MR, TURNER: | have not.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. Wl
let's nove on. Wat is your next chall enge?

MR, TURNER: They're all --

CHAI RMAN NI CHCLS: --based on
t hat ?

MR, TURNER: Yes.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Have you
reviewed the signatures that you think are
fraudul ent, or forged, with the signatures on
the voter registration card?

MR TURNER: | have not, ma'am

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. Thank
you. That is it?

MR, TURNER: Yes.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: M. Charlton?

MR CHARLTON: W'l w thdraw any

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
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CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: Thank you,
sir.

MR CHARLTON: And | apol ogi ze
for being prenature.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Thank you,
sir. | appreciate that.

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: Coul d

alittle?
MR, CHARLTON: | say and |

apol ogi ze for being a little premature.
BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: Thank

you. kay.

Board will take this matter under advi senent.
Thank you both for appearing. M. Charlton,
good to see you again. | renenber you from
the last tinme | think.

MR, CHARLTON: Good to see you
again.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: 2012, right?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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you speak up, sir, please. Could you speak up

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right. The
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MR, CHARLTON: Yes. They were

| ong years.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right.

MR, CHARLTON: | nmust say we're
| ooki ng good.

(END CHEEKS PETI TI ON)

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Thank you.
Ckay. Do you need a recess?

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: If |
could just have a m nute.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Sur e.

(WHEREUPON, A RECESS WAS TAKEN
FROM 10:45 A°M UNTIL 10:48 A M)

(PETITION I S READ SI LENTLY)

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right.

MR, MCGHI E: Are you getting
ready to call the next case?

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Yes, | am Is
M. Dickens here? |s he here? Putta is not
ready yet.

(PETI TI ON READI NG CONTI NUES)

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: We' || proceed

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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in just a few m nutes.

Ckay. Cone forth in the case of
Ki shan Putta, candidate for At-Large nenber of
the Council and the challenger, Brian Hart or
his counsel. Do you need another chair? Pul
up a chair.

Al right. Again, this is the
chall enge to the nom nating petition of Kishan
Putta, candidate for At-Large nenber of the
Counci|l of the District of Colunbia.

The time nowis 10:48 a.m It is
Wednesday, Septenber 3, 2014. WII the
parties identify thenselves for the record,
starting with you sir.

MR PUTTA: Good norning. M
name i s Kishan Putta.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay.

MS. LI NDENBAUM " m Dar a
Li ndenbaum |'m an attorney on behal f--

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: You' |l | have
to speak up.

MS. LI NDENBAUM Sure. Dara

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Li ndenbaum on behal f of M. Putta.

M5. HI CKS: My nanme i s Samant ha
Hi cks, |'mthe canpai gn manager for Brian
Hart .

MR, HART: Brian Hart, the
chal | enger.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right.
Thanks.

MR, NEWSOVE: Kevi n Newsone,
Vot er Services Assistant representing M.
Kar en Brooks.

MS. M KHALYOVA: Margarita
M khayl ova, Speci al Prograns Coordi nators for
the D.C. Board of Elections.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right. M.
Newsonme, would you read the Registrar's report
into the record pl ease.

MR, NEWSQOVE: Yes. On August 6,
2014, M. Kishan Putta submtted a nom nating
petition to appear on the ballot as a
candi date in the Novenber 4, 2014 genera

el ection for the Ofice of At-Large nenber of

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Page 19
the Council in the District of Col unbi a.

That petition was posted for
public inspection for ten days as required by
| aw and chal | enged on August 18, 2014 by M.
Brian Hart, a registered voter in the District
of Col unbi a.

The m ni mum nunber of signatures
required to obtain ballot access for this
office is 3,000 signatures. At the
prelimnary review of the petition challenge,
our office determned that M. Putta submtted
a total of 5,570 signatures. However, a
subsequent review undertaken after the pre-
hearing conference, indicated that M. Putta
actually submtted a total of 5,557
si gnat ures.

M. Hart filed challenges to a
total of 3,045 signatures, enunerated by line
and page nunber on individual challenge sheets
filed by each petition page. Petition
signatures were chall enged pursuant to Title

1l DCVR Section 1607.1 of the Board's

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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regul ati ons on the follow ng grounds:

The signer is not a duly
regi stered voter; the signer, according to the
Board's records, is not registered to vote at
the address listed on the petition at the tine
the petition was signed; provided an address
on a petition which is different than the
address which appears on the Board's records
shall be deened valid if the signer's current
address is within the boundary from which the
candi dat e seeks nom nation and the signer
files a change of address formw th the Board
during the first ten days follow ng the date
on which the challenge to the nom nating
petition is filed, the signature is a
duplicate of a valid signature, the signature
I's not dated, the petition does not include
the address of the signer, the petition does
not include the nane of the signer where the
signature is not sufficiently |legible for
identification, the circulator of the petition

sheet was not qualified a petition circul ator

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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at the tine the petition was signed.

The circulator of the petition
failed to conplete all required information in
the circulator's affidavit and the signature
I's not made by the person whose signature it
purports to be.

The prelimnary review of the
chal | enge indicated that 2,715 of the
chal |l enges were valid; this |left the candidate
with 2,855 chall enges, 145 bel ow t he nunber
required for ballot access. This nunber is
based off the initial erroneous cal cul ations
of the 5,570 signatures submtted. Actually,
M. Putta's petition had 2,842 signatures, 158
bel ow t he nunber required for ballot access.

After the pre-hearing conference,
M. Putta submtted a total of 28 voter
registration fornms to our office. O the 28
fornms submtted, nine were proper address
changes, eight were voters who were not
previously registered, 4 were not properly

identified by petition page and line, three

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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had different addresses that were placed on
the petition, two were inconplete, one was a
duplicate registration and one was inactive.

M. Putta also submtted a
spreadsheet with a total of 162 signatures
that he believes should be credited towards
his total. After review of those 162, it was
determ ned that 89 of those chall enges were
invalid and that M. Putta should be credited
wi th those correspondi ng signatures.

M. Hart submtted a spreadsheet
wth a total of 21 signatures that he believed
were erroneously credited to M. Putta. After
a review of those 21, it was determ ned that
15 were correctly credited to M. Putta and
six were valid challenges.

Based on the post pre-hearing
conference subm ssions, it has been determ ned
that 2,623 of the 3,045 chall enges are valid.
This | eaves the candidate's nom nating
petition with 2,934 signatures, 66 signatures

bel ow t he nunber required for ballot access.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: Madam

Chair, was that a disparity of 13 between the
time of the prelimnary review of the pre-
hearing or was that just a m scount?

MR, NEWSOVE: [t was a m scount
during the check of the actual signatures. He
was credited wwth a few blank Iines that had
no signatures on it. So when we went back to
review, we had taken those out.

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: Ckay. |Is
that being contested at all by the parties
t oday?

MS. LI NDENBAUM Yes sir. We've--

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: Ckay.
just wanted to know that. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right. M.
Putta, you're 66 signatures short. Do you
have any evidence or anything to submt that
woul d bring you up over that anount?

MS. LI NDENBAUM Al right. Yes
ma' am ny nane is Dara Lindenbaum and |'m

representing M. Putta.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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First, we've gone over the
registrar's findings that we just received
this norning that are based on the spreadsheet
that we had put together. | don't know if you
have this information in front of you. And
we chal l enge a few of these findings.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Do you have 66
t hough?

V5. LI NDENBAUM We believe so
once we put together all of the different
chal | enges that we have. So first we have the
13.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: There's 13 on
t he spreadsheet ?

V5. LI NDENBAUM No, there's not
because this is informati on we just found out
about today.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. Wiat's
t he spreadsheet ?

MS. LI NDENBAUM So the
spreadsheet these are the nanmes and voter ID

nunbers that we submtted on Thursday that

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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chal | enge sone of the registrar's findings.
And for a nunmber of them and |I can go through
and note which ones we disagree with, and we
think that there may have been sone kind of
error -- be it human error -- in entering in
the voter's information fromthe voter

regi stration card.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Did you check
the voter registration?

V5. LI NDENBAUM Yes, we have
checked all the voter registrations for them
So, for exanple, for the third person on the
list, sheet 3, line 1--

CHAI RMAN NI CHCLS: Read t he nane.

MS. LI NDENBAUM Janes Hawfiel d
and we have his voter |ID nunber here. H's
resi dent address on the voter registration
rolls is 403 50th Street, N.E. However, on
the rolls they have himat 31. However, on
his petition it appears that he's witten 32.
And we believe that's such a close match that

there was sonme error in entering himinto the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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voter registration rolls.

The sane goes for the next person
which is sheet 6, line 14, Angela Smth. Her
residential address on both the petition and
the rolls is 4224 4th Street, S. E. However ,
on the rolls her apartnent is 302. However,
on the petition it's 301.

For the next person down, sheet
19, row 19--

CHAI RMAN NI CHCLS: These are not
nunbered so we don't have any way of know ng- -

MS. LI NDENBAUM Al the way on
the left. " msorry.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. |'ve
got the nethodology now. You said all the way
down and | thought wait. Ckay. 19.

MS. LI NDENBAUM So sheet 19,
line 19 for Geral dine Bail ey. | f you | ook at
all of this here, unfortunately | don't have
t hese cards of each of these but here the
Regi strar has marked the address as illegible

when we think if you | ook at the petition her
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address is quite clearly legible to say 350
50th Street. | can take this out and mark
this if you d like it.

CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: So the ones
you have noted with an updated result that is
ot her than okay are the ones that you have
probl ems with?

MS. LI NDENBAUM Un hmm  Yes
am

M5. HI CKS: WIIl we have an
opportunity to refute these?

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Yes ma' am
"1l get to you.

MS. HI CKS: Thank you.

CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: CGot that
process.

MS. LI NDENBAUM Furt her down
the list, sheet 43, line 19, for Devon
Allison. On the voter registrations rolls his
resi dential house nunber is 4645 when on the
petition it appears to be 4644, but the rest

of his information is correct. It's Benning
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Road, S.E., and it has the sane apartnent
nunber and that's apartnent AL  So these m nor
di fferences we think do show that these are in
fact registered voters and we put that on the
resi dence but be it they're handwiting errors
or data entry error, these are off by one
nunber which led to the Registrar respondi ng.

And on sheet 53, line 14, Tasha
Davis. Her residential address is 2018
Maryl and Avenue, N E. That nmatches bot h.
However, her apartnment nunber on the petition
Is 104, where on the rolls it's 105.

The next one is 5419, John E.
Screen and his residential house address it
appears on the rolls as 5743 when it | ooks
like on the petition he may have witten 5743
(sic) and all the rest of the information is
t he sane.

For 87, 9, it's further down the
page, Paulette Smth. On the roll she's at
4230 H Street, S.E., and on the petition it

appears that she wote 4232. So that 2 and the
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zero may have mxed up in the data entry.

On the next page--

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Wl l, instead
of going through all of these, we'll take
anot her | ook at the ones you have not ed.

MS. LI NDENBAUM Ckay.

MR HART: Could you turn this --
so the Registrar's already had a chance to
take a | ook at the spreadsheet?

MR NEWSOVE: Yes. Actually, if
you | ook at the last colum where it says
“updated results,"” that's where we nade the
di screpanci es where we were going to give it
to the chal l enger or--

MR HART: So it says okay?

MR, NEWSOVE: W awarded it to
M. Putta. W reviewed it a second tine again
and after we'd reviewed it a second tine it
was noted as okay we updated it to award it to
M. Putta.

MR HART: Ckay. And that didn't

bri ng hi mover 667
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MR, NEWSOVE: No. That's

included in the 89 after we'd reviewed the 162
we had already included in that total.

MR HART: So then even if you
| ook at all these nunbers on your spreadsheet
you don't have 66 on the spreadsheet.

V5. LI NDENBAUM No, not on the
spr eadsheet.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. So if we
want to--

MR, NEWSOVE: Well, let's them
speak to that particular issue.

MS. LI NDENBAUM | f the Registrar
deenmed themto be wong, | don't believe we
need to repeat themat this tine.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. Thank
you.

MS. LI NDENBAUM So the next
I ssue that we have is the petitions turned in
by Kevin Coats. Unfortunately, M. Coats is
not able to be here today but M. Coats is

honel ess and he had circul ated sone of the
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petition sheets for M. Putta. And at tines

he lived in a shelter and he put the shelter's
address; at other tines he didn't. And we
have submtted an affidavit for him It is
notarized but | don't know if the notary
synbol cane out in the copies you have.

CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: | don't see

MS. LI NDENBAUM And you can see
in the affidavit that he says that he is a
resident of the District of Colunbia but has
no permanent address, that he often sl eeps at
the shelter but not al ways.

And he was instructed to wite the
address of the shelter on his forns, and in a
few instances he did and a few instances he
didn't. And this was due to the changi ng
nature of his situation so even during one day
he may have a residence at the shelter but at
the end of the day he doesn't have a residence
at the shelter

And if he had put down the shelter
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address while he wasn't residing at the
shelter, then he risks incurring a fine and
that's a false statenment which is very clearly
laid out in the circulator's affidavit. And
he risks a $1,000 dollar fine or jail tinme so
he's in that Catch-22 situation.

Now agai n there are a nunber of
petition sheets that he did circul ate and sone
do have that date on it and sone do not have
t hat date. And while the courts have
continually upheld circulator affidavits, the
point of the matter has really kind of
def eated everything that the D.C. courts nay
view, as the Board has found, that you err on
the side of the voter and that you err to
expand the franchise rather than to restrict
the franchi se.

| nmean here these voters who
filled out his petition sheets woul d have
their signatures not counted which woul d
di senfranchi se them si nply because the

circulator is honeless and didn't want to make
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t he deci sion between commtting a crine or
having his affidavit be conplete.

And if you actually look at this
petition pages, they are very nuch conplete.
We found 49 signatures on his pages that were
chal l enges that are valid registered voters
and in the registrar's first review they all
have voter |ID nunbers, their signatures are
clear, there was no issues there. This is a
man who worked very hard to procure all of
these signatures, but unfortunately his
ci rcunstances are such that he coul dn't nake
t hat deci si on.

Now t here was al so no gui dance for
himon what to do in that situation. The rules
say that you have to put down your residenti al
address -- he doesn't have a residential
address. And again, you know, what he's used,
he has a P.O Box that he uses fromtine to
time which would not be his residence address.
And that shelter again, at ten in the norning

he may be a resident of that shelter and at
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three in the afternoon he may not know if
he'll be able to stay in that shelter.

So we really ask that the Board
seriously consider this and see that there is
no risk there with himnot including those
affidavits.

CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: So these were
the forns--

M5. LI NDENBAUM And t he ones
that we've put on our spreadsheet is 49 that
we' re discussing. We didn't challenge
mul ti pl e pages that had nultiple signatures.
W only put forward before the Board those
t hat we have.

CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: The 49.

MS. LI NDENBAUM Yes. W only
put forward only put forward before the Board
those that we found a clear voter |ID nunber
for.

So on that spreadsheet all of
those are marked Hin the third colum and

then you'll see that the Registrar did not
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make a determ nation all the way at the end of
it.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. M.
Hart, is your counsel--

MR, HART: Yes, we woul d
certainly like to respond.

M5. HI CKS: So in Kishan Putta's
counsel's letter originally they stated that
M. Coats did not have a pernmanent address and
t herefore when he was instructed by a nenber
of the Kishan Putta canpaign, he did not
wite anything on the sheets because he did
not have a permanent address.

Counsel al so argues that because
circulator Kevin Coats did not have a
per manent address he was at risk of making a
fal se statenent and being subject to penalties
of a $1,000 dollar fine or even 180 days in
jail if he conpleted the formw th this
addr ess.

However, this is incorrect.

Nei ther the petition circulation guidelines
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nor the affidavits on the circul ator sheets
state anywhere that the circul ator nust
provide his or her permanent address.

Rat her, the affidavit sinply asks
for the circulator's residing address.
Therefore, circulator Coats was not at risk of
maki ng a fal se statenent by providing his
resi di ng address which could have either been
a shelter or the physical place where he
actual |y resided.

So we supported the Board's
initial decision to count these as valid
chal | enges.

CHAI RMAN NI CHCLS: You woul d
count them as valid?

M5, HI CKS: Valid chal | enges and
additionally -- I'msorry.

MR, HART: | would like to add a
couple of points. So in addition to the
points that Ms. H cks nmakes that, you know,
under Regul ations 1607.1(h) it is required

that the affidavit be filled out by the
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circulator for all of the appropriate
information and in this instance the sheet
sinply asks for a residing address, not a
per manent address, so therefore he woul d not
have been subject to these crines or these
penalties that they're claimng he was.

But the other inportant point is
that in his own affidavit he admts that he
was instructed by the Kishan for D.C. Canpaign
to wite his resident address, the honel ess
shel ter address, on the sheets and he
negl ected to do so and then the Kishan for
D. C. Canpaign did not check those sheets
before they submtted it to the Board.

And another | think inportant
point is that for two groups of these sheets
he filled them out on the sane date and for
one of the sheets he put the address on the
very sanme day and for the other sheets on the
very sane day he didn't put the address. So
by his own adm ssion he had a residing address

for that day and yet didn't wite it down on
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t he sheets.

Sol think it was a valid
chall enge to say it was an unqualified
circul ator because the circulator did not put
down the residing address which they clearly
had and admtted that they had.

MS. LI NDENBAUM May | rebut for
one nore?

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Certainly.

MS. LI NDENBAUM So on the
per manent address issue | think they nade
exactly nmy point. He does at tines have a
per manent address, possibly that P.O box,
possibly a famly nenber's address that he
uses as a pernmanent address for possibly voter
regi stration or any other official business.
That is exactly the issue here.

Here it doesn't ask for a
permanent address, it asks for the residence
and it's that residence that changes hourly
for M. Coats so at 10 a.m his address, his

residential address which is what he was asked
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to put down here, residing at, so at 10 a.m
he may be residing at the shelter but at 2
p.m he nmay be residing at a park bench in
Farragut North.

The changi ng nature of his
circunstances is what nmade this problematic
and that's why in one day it nay have his
signature down and one day it won't.

In his affidavit he did say that
he was asked to put the shelter address. He
was asked to do so. He made the choice not to
risk making a false statenent here and didn't
put them down on all of them

CHAI RMAN NI CHCLS: Was he being
pai d?

MS. LI NDENBAUM Yes, he was.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right.
Your next issue?

M5. LI NDENBAUM So on one of
those sheets that again this one we have a
voter here who signed the petition who's

actually an ANC nenber. W have his voter ID
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nunber and we put it down in our sheet but the
Registrar still found it to be illegible so we
have himhere to testify and he's wlling to
do so.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: What is his
name?

MS. LI NDENBAUM His nanme is
Gregory Stewart.

CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: VWhere i s he on

t he- -

MS. LI NDENBAUM He is on page
245, line 1.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: G egory
Stewart ?

MS. LI NDENBAUM Yes. He had a
coupl e of challenges | think because it was
il1legible so on the rolls he is marked down at
5314 (sic) Ames. So he's here to testify that
that is his address and that is the address
he's registered to vote at.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. Wl |l why

Is 5364 Anes on your sheet?
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M5. LINDENBAUM  |'msorry, 5364

Ames. That's where he lives and if you | ook
and again I'll show you page 245 then you can
see that--

CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: What's on his
voter registration form

MS. LI NDENBAUM Yes. It's the
sane thing, it's 5364 Anes Street.

CHAI RMAN NI CHCOLS: M. Stewart,
can you cone forward and put on the record.
Coul d you identify yourself for the record?

MR. STEWART: Sure. M nane is
Gregory Stewart, Chairnman of Advisory
Nei ghbor hood Comm ssi on ANC- 7C.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: What is your
addr ess?

MR, STEWART: 5364 Anes Street,
N. E., Washington, D.C 20019.

CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: Al'l right.
Coul d you attest to whether or not that is
your signature that you nmade personally on

that petition?
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VR. STEWART: Yes, | can attest

tothat. It is ny handwiting, ny wonderfu
signature on that date, yes.

CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: Al right.
Thank you so nuch.

MR. PUTTA: Madam Chai r ?

CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: Yes.

MR. PUTTA: If I could just add,
| collected those sighatures and it was at a
canpai gn event in ny building and I'man ANC
Commi ssi oner and invited Comm ssioner Stewart
who cane there. There was another ANC
Commi ssi oner on that sane page was chal | enged
for date out of order and it just | think
shows the over-zeal ous nature of this
chal | enge.

CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: Do you al
have anything to say about M. Stewart's
si gnature?

MR, HART: No, | nean we
supported the decision but he cane here and

testified and it nmakes sense.
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CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right.

MR PUTTA: There were so nany
chall enges like this, we couldn't get everyone
here to testify and luckily I had known M.
Stewart as a fell ow conm ssioner but so many
ot her people are not so lucky that we can
speak up, we can stand up for them

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: That's the
nature of this process. It's unfortunate but
it is what it is.

COURT REPORTER: You have to
speak into the m crophone.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Yes. So you
need to kind of push the m crophone over to
hi m Real ly, the coffee and all of that can
be renoved fromthe table. Thank you. So we
don't ness up anybody's records. Ckay. So
what is your next?

MS. LI NDENBAUM Next we have
Robert Shriver and depending on how you'd I|ike
to do this we can put M. Putta under oath to

-- but | can explain what we'd like to show
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you.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Um hnm
Expl ai n what - -

MS. LI NDENBAUM So Robert
Shriver who's not on the petition spreadsheet
and M. Shriver was marked as inactive but he
has submtted a sworn affidavit that states
that he did vote in Novenber 2012 and voted
absentee ballot in 2008 and has produced a
copy of his driver's |icense and his voter
registration card. So |I have five copies of
this and that is the old one so we have this
one affidavit to go with that.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. Sure.

MS. HI CKS: | have- -

MR, HART: Chair N chols, we have
a clarifying question on this.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Yes?

MS. HI CKS: This is being
submtted |ate so that that wasn't part of
t he- -

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Yes, you had
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to cone in during the 10-day peri od.

MS. LI NDENBAUM Right. And we
did so we cane in within that registration
card, yes. But on that note the challenges
the 21 challenges that we got in at about
10: 30 last night, that was not submtted on
Thursday nor was it even submtted you know in
a tinely manner on Tuesday.

M5. HI CKS: Those were submtted
before cl ose of busi ness yesterday.

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: The 21
signatures were submtted earlier in the day.

MS. LI NDENBAUM When we had all
agreed that it would be submtted by 4:45 on
Thursday so we do not believe that the 21 that
they submtted shoul d be consi dered.

MR, HART: Excuse ne. W can pul
up the tine stanp but they were submtted
bel i eve at 12: 30.

MS. LI NDENBAUM On Thur sday?

MR HART: On Wednesday. At the

Regi strar's request.
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CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: Vait., Wait.

Let's get to this gentlenen first before we
proceed to the other issue. M. Newsone,
what is the status of M. Shriver?

MR NEWSOVE: M. Shriver is
currently on our voter roll as inactive. He
was made inactive in 2013, |I'mnot sure of the
exact date but | have it witten on there.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: 10/ 317

MR, NEWSOMVE: 10/31/13. He was
made inactive on the voter roll. Sonme mai
was returned back as undeliverable to his
addr ess.

CHAI RMAN NI CHCLS: Is it the sane
addr ess?

MR. NEWBOMVE: It's the sane
address. So when that happens he goes into an
I nactive status until he updates that wth us.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: He di d not
vote after--

MR, NEWSOVE: The date on the

| etter here says in 2012 and 2008 but he was
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made inactive after that. The mail went out
in 2013.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: No, that's not
what |'masking. D d he vote absentee in
20127

MR NEWSOVE: Yes.

CHAI RMAN NI CHCLS: He voted
absent ee?

MR, NEWSOVE: | think he voted
absentee in 2008 and he voted at the polls in
2012.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: So why is he
in a--

MR, NEWSOVE: Because in 2013 we
did a mailing and the mailing that we sent to
his residence was returned back to our office
deened undel i verabl e by the post office.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: That woul d
really put himin a -- Ckay. W'IlIl take this
matter under advi senent and render a deci sion
on him separately.

MR PUTTA: --a a personal friend
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of mne is very shocked and di sappointed to
hear about this.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right.
Now | et's go back to the discussion that was
going on while we were trying to read this and
catch up.

MS. LI NDENBAUM Prior to that,
while we're on the note of inactive we also do
chal | enge any of the decisions that were nade
because the voter was inactive for this very
reason. That because the mailing went out they
may have erroneously been counted inactive and
the voters have had no tinme to cure that.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. M.
Hart, do you and your counsel have anything to
say about this particular M. Shriver.

M5. HI CKS: Are voters nmade aware
of the fact that if mail is returned to the
Board of Elections they will be deened
I nactive and need to re-register?

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: There is a

process that does apply to inactive that does
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occur where we send voters correspondence and
it cones back. But there is a procedure that
shoul d be followed so we will check into that.

It appears to ne that if M.
Shriver voted -- regardl ess of how he voted --
in 2008 and 2012, the fact that a mailing went
out and it was returned should not in and of
itself result in a decision to render him
I nactive.

So this is probably an anomaly but
we'll check into that and see.

M5, HI CKS: And we're happy to go
through the list of those that were nmarked
I nactive- -

CHAI RMAN NI CHCLS: We can do
that. We'll go back through. We know who
t hey were.

M5. HI CKS: You guys get a |ot of
chal l enges and | don't want to--

CHAI RMAN NI CHCLS: Yes, but that
Is sonmething that we'll go back and | ook at

and nmake sure that we've nade the proper
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deci sions in those cases in terns of the
rendering of the voter inactive and al so not
crediting any candi date who happened to get
their signatures who's challenged as a valid
chall enge. D d that nmake sense? GCkay. So
let's nove on to the next--

MS. LI NDENBAUM Sure. W
recei ved yesterday, | guess it was nmaybe
around 4: 30, this spreadsheet fromthe
chal | enger on the detailed 21 signatures that
the Regi strar had marked okay but that they
believe are valid challenges. And then at
sone time around--

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: Let ne--

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Hol d on a
second.

CHAI RMAN NI CHCLS: These are
signatures that--

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: Let ne
j ust--

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Hol d on a

second.
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BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY:  These

are signatures that--

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: M. Hart that
you all are continuing to--

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: And this
IS a subsequent challenge to that validation.
Is that correct?

MS. LI NDENBAUM Yes, that the
chal | enger has nmmade.

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: Ckay.
Thank you. | just wanted to be sure.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. W'l
let M. Hart's--

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: You said
this was a subsequent chall enge? This was not
the original challenge?

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: This is new?

V5. LI NDENBAUM We reserve the
right to nake--

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: No, you don't
reserve the right to challenge any further

after the pre-hearing. Is this new? D d this
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cone in? Wait. Wait. Wit. Let ne ask the

guestion. Hold on. Just want to be clear.
Did this cone in after the issues were set in
the pre-hearing conference?

MR HART: No.

CHAI RVAN NI CHCOLS: When did it
cone in?

MR. HART: So we originally
chal | enged these 21 and then the Board went
and issued its prelimnary determ nation, or
excuse nme the Registrar found that these were
okay signatures and credited themto M.

Putt a.

We reserved the right at the pre-
hearing conference to review these 21
signatures and respond back. And that's what
we did. And then the Board went back and
found that six of these were valid. So we're
tal ki ng about six signatures.

CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS:  Okay.

MR. HART: Six of the 21 were

val i d.
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CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: And you're

conti nui ng?
MR, HART: We're continuing to
say were valid challenges, as we originally

stated. And we have a separate spreadsheet

that we submtted. It was titled "Revised
Spreadsheet." Do you have a copy of that, M.
Newsone?

MR NEWSOVE: | have a copy of
t hat .

MR, HART: Ckay.

CHAI RMAN NI CHCLS: You have a
copy of that?

MR NEWSOVE: | have a copy of
that. When they submtted it | just nade--

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: s this the
sanme?

MR, NEWSOVE: Yes. This is what
they submtted, they chall enged BLE code at
the top. That's what the original prelimnary
count was that we gave it to M. Putta. They

had their reasons for review ng the chall enge
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deci sion and the | ast updated review that's
when we went back and we checked it and we
decided that it was still going to be a valid
chall enge from M. Putta who needed to
overturn it and nake it a valid chall enge.

MR, HART: And al so to be clear
we checked with the Board of Elections staff
and said that we weren't sure that these were
valid chal |l enges but because of changes of
address and changes of inactive voters we just
asked themto doubl e check that these 21 were
right. But we weren't positive that they were
correct.

And then they went back and found
that six of themin fact were valid
chal | enges.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: So which six
are they? Can you note themon this
spr eadsheet ?

MR HART: Yes. | have themin
the letter that | provided to you.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. Wl

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 55
then we'll look at that. W'l | ook at that

In conjunction wth the letter you provided.

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: So for
those that were valid you're reinstating your
origi nal objection?

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: (bj ect i on.
Right. Al right.

M5. HHCKS: And this is reinstating
their original challenge. During a pre-
hearing we were told, and we all agreed, that
any challenges to the Registrar's initial
decision would be filed before 4:45 on
Thur sday, August 28th which is exactly what we
di d.

We had all of the information. W
had all the Registrar's findings and that's
when we subm tted our spreadsheet that had the
162 signatures that we chall enged based on the
Registrar's findings. So we would argue that
this 1is nost definitely untinely as we never
had any chance to reviewit since it cane--

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: And t he
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Regi strar agreed to that?

M5. HI CKS: Yes. Yes. W said
that we would |ike the opportunity to review
and we were told okay, please submt on a
spreadsheet by 4:45, which is close of
busi ness, on August 28th so that we can review
those prior to a hearing. And as | said we do
not believe that any of these 21 should be
considered or included in that |ist.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: | s that
correct, Registrar?

MR NEWSOVE: | can't speak to
that. | wasn't--

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. W'l
take that under consideration when we
deliberate on this matter.

M5. HI CKS: W don't have a
tinmeliness issue with what they chall enged
based on the spreadsheet we sent in fully
understanding that they had tine to provide
it. But just like they had tine to provide

our spreadsheet, we haven't had the tine to
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rebut theirs and that was the whol e purpose of
that 4:45 on Thursday, August 28th deadli ne.

CHAI RMAN NI CHCLS: And this cane
I n when?

M5.  HI CKS: The spreadsheet
itself canme in about 4:30 and then the nmeno
acconpanying it cane in at |ike 10: 30.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: And when did
this conme in?

MS. LI NDENBAUM About 3:59 p.m
yest er day.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. And
when was the deadline to submt any of this?

MS. LI NDENBAUM 4:45 on the
28t h.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: 4:45 on the
28t h. Ckay. Al right.

MR HART: | would just nention
that we did cone down in person to talk to the
Board, the Board staff, and to clarify this
I ssue.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Who did you
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talk to?

MR, HART: M. Newsone and
actually Brenda as wel|.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Brenda who?

MR HART: Ckay. W spoke to M.
Newsonme and | think it was | ess that we were
chal | engi ng again rather than this was just
brought to their attention and they asked for
the information to check. So it's a different
post ur e- -

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: You weren't
chal | engi ng?

MR HART: No. W were just
provi ding the information.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: And so did
this result in any change in the count?

MR, NEWSOVE: Yes.

CHAI RMAN NI CHCLS: But this was
not a formal chall enge?

MR NEWSOVE: W were going to
have themto submt and we'd review it and

then we woul d have -- | spoke with the general
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counsel at the tine.

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: How di d
It change the count?

MR, NEWSOVE: It took six away
fromM. Putta. Yes, six signatures away from
M. Putta.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: But this is
comng in after the pre-hearing, after the
time to chall enge the signatures.

MR, HART: The Board was still
reviewi ng their challenges that they had
submtted fromthe 28th

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: This is new
This is new?

MR, HART: We originally had
chal | enged t hat.

CHAI RMAN NI CHCLS: We' | | consi der
this. Thank you so nuch

MR HART: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right.
Are there any nore--

MS. LI NDENBAUM Vell, in the
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period after the pre-hearing and before this
heari ng, the Registrar has anended their
findings to find that the date out of orders
that were originally at issue to validate nmany
of those that were invalid.

CHAI RMAN NI CHCLS: To invalidate?
To i nvalidate nmany of those because of the out
of order date they invalidate?

MS. LINDENBAUM  Yes. Originally
they were valid challenges so they then cone
to M. Putta and then based on | guess what we
subm tted and then based on the neno that
acconpani ed that we were credited with many of
t hose si gnat ures.

And | don't want to waste the
Board's tine if that is going to be a done
deal and if they're not chall engi ng those.

But if they are chall enging date out of
orders, in case this goes further up the

| adder, | want to make sure that we're
preserving that and we have w tnesses here

that are willing to testify they are the ones
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who circul ated the petitions in questions and
can speak to why the dates were out of order
So again | don't want to--

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Who do you
have here for that issue?

MS. LI NDENBAUM W have Mari a
Ar agon.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right. Can
you cone forward and identify yourself for the
record. Do you have a copy of her petition?

M5. LI NDEMBAUM Yes, | do. There
are two sheets in question for her here so
here are--

CHAI RMAN NI CHCLS: What do we do
in ternms of the date out of order issue? What
was the decision?

MS. LI NDENBAUM At the pre-
hearing it was decided that those were not
going to count for M. Putta.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: But it was
reversed?

MS. LI NDENBAUM Exactly.
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CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: But you can go

on and explain for the record but really that
doesn't have any bearing -- the order of the
date really has no bearing on the validity of
t he signatures and when they were coll ected.
I mean a sheet can be-- but you can go on.
You' ve cone this far you should be a part of
t he- -

MS. LI NDENBAUM Let ne grab a
couple of these. Here are three nore copies,
|"'msorry | don't have nore. And we're
| ooki ng at sheet 208, just sheet 208 in
general. Do you need to swear her in?

MR NEWSOVE: Yes, woul d you
rai se your right hand. Do you swear or affirm
that the testinony that you will give wll be
the truth? Please say | do.

THE W TNESS: Yes, | do.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Go right
ahead.

MS. LI NDENBAUM Ms. Aragon, can

you state your nanme and address for the
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record?

THE W TNESS: Sure. Maria
Fernando Aragon and | live at 1701 16th
Street, N.W, Apartnent 52, Washi ngton, D.C
2000 (sic).

MS. LI NDENBAUM And Ms. Aragon,
are you married?

THE W TNESS: Yes.

MS. LI NDENBAUM And your
husband' s nane?

THE W TNESS: He i s Horace
[1 naudi bl €] .

MS. LI NDENBAUM And is he
involved in M. Putta's canpai gn?

THE W TNESS: Yes, as a vol unteer
because we |live in the sane buil ding.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Hol d on. Let
me just go on and proceed. M. Aragon, can
you explain why the dates are out of order?
That's all we wanted to--

THE W TNESS: Yes. | ama

teacher and | have to apol ogi ze but the day |
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was organi zing the petitions and i nstead of
doing it the correct way | started like this
and when | realized it was hal fway down so |
said okay. | didn't want to ask peopl e when
they were signing that | nmade ny m stake so |
just finished the day. And the follow ng day
Il didit like that. But | have |like ten
petitions and one accidentally was botched.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: That's the

wor d.
THE W TNESS: Yes. That was it.
MS. LI NDENBAUM And this was the
sanme on petition 212? |'msorry, the reason

I was asking her if she was nmarried is because
her husband circul ated a nunber of petitions
but unfortunately he's in the hospital today
and has been for the last few days so we were
going to try to get there, that's why he
couldn't testify.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right.
Thank you so nmuch, Ms. Aragon, for com ng

down. W appreciate your satisfying that

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 65

I ssue. Any nore?

(W TNESS EXCUSED)

Well, we don't need any nore
because date out of order really has no
bearing on the legitinmacy of the petition.
mean there could be a nunber of reasons why a
date is out of order

Do you have sonething to say with
regard to that?

MR HART: Yes, we woul d just
like to preserve our right to the date out of
order issue in case this is elevated to--

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: That's fine.
What ever you want then that's fine.

MR, HART: And we al so descri be
inthe letter that sone of those signatures
were chal |l enged on ot her grounds other than
date out of order.

CHAI RMAN NI CHCLS: Absol utely.
Anyt hi ng el se?

V5. LI NDENBAUM So in what we've

submtted we do have nore details on specific
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signatures that you know we underlined when we
first began but we want to be as hel pful as
possi ble for you in nmaking these
determnations. | neant to point out there's
many m nor errors.

For exanple, there is soneone
nanmed Eric Lomax who on the voter registration
roll is Erie Lomax, sanme address. Mbst
definitely the sane person. And because there
was that discrepancy we initially chall enged
that to the Board and then the Registrar in
her anmended filing still found that he isn't
registered and it's a wong nane. So we
bel i eve those are errors--

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Are they in
t he spreadsheet ?

MS. LI NDENBAUM They are in the
spreadsheet. So would you like us to submt
another that goes line by line on why we think
that these second determ nations are wong?
We' d be happy to do so.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: No, what you
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need i s 66 signatures.

MS. LI NDENBAUM  Yes, right. And
we believe when you add all of these things
together that we will cone to 66. So to
recap- -

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: We'll go back
to the evidence you' ve submtted and
reeval uate the evidence that we have, the
Board records and the law, and cone to a
determnation. But | want to go to M. Hart.
Yes sir, M. Putta?

MR PUTTA: | would say just two
things. | wanted to reiterate your coll eague
had nmentioned that the deadline was | ast
Thursday at 4:45. W offered it and then they
[1 naudi bl e] but secondly | want to just say
that we could have scrutinized our petitions
better and I wsh we had and then | woul dn't
be here to burden the Board with this.

But we worked very hard and | hope
that we'll able to keep these on the ballot.

Thank you.
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CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Thank you.

M. Hart. Your representative?

M5. HI CKS: Thank you. W woul d
just like to raise one nore issue of three
sheets that are potentially fraudul ent by
circulator Abu Talil Fayeed. It seens that
every single circulator on each of those
sheets is not registered, not found in the
voter roll, and appear to be in the sane hand.
So regardl ess those are--

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Were they
determ ned to be valid?

MR HART: They were al ready
val id chal | enges because all of the voters on
t hose sheets were not registered.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. So what
Is the point?

MR, HART: We're just raising the
I ssue of fraud here. | think it's--

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: But how is
t hat going to--

MR, HART: According to the | aw,
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the Board has the ability sua sponte to

I nvestigate issues of fraud that go to the
heart of the election process and we think
that this issue goes to the heart of the
el ecti on process.

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: Are
you asking us to investigate fraud?

MR HART: Yes, we are.

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: On what
evi dence?

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Yes, on what
evi dence do you have?

MR, HART: The evi dence that we
have is basically a prinme facie review of the
sheets so for one thing the entire sheets were
not registered voters, which is a very rare
t hi ng.

On top of that, all the nanes and
addresses on the sheet were in the sane
handwiting and all the signatures are in the
sane witing. And in a previous case--

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Are you a
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handwiting expert?

MR HART: No, but in a previous
case, | would just say Dorothy Brazill wvs.

Ant hony Wllianms in which the sane issue cane
up with the Bishop famly and they were

al l eged to have signed sheets in the sane
handwiting. The Board took that under

advi senent, investigated it and found in fact
that those sheets were fraudul ent and invalid.
So I"'mjust raising the issue.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: W'l take
t hem under advi senent and certainly nmake the
appropriate referral if need be.

But our point here today is to
determ ne whether or not to grant ball ot
access to M. Putta. And we wll |ook at that
I ssue because it is indeed a very inportant
I ssue. But do you have anything el se that
woul d go to the heart of ballot access for M.
Putt a?

MR, HART: No.

M5, HI CKS: We thank you very
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much for your tinme and we do stand by the
Board's determ nati on.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Thank you so
much. Are there any questions? Al right.
W will take all the evidence that has been
submtted to us today and evaluate it inits
proper light and issue an order as soon as we

can. Thank you so rmuch for comng this

nor ni ng.

MS. HI CKS: Thank you.

MR. HART: Thank you.

(END OF KI SHAN PUTTA PETI TI ON)

CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: Al'l right.
W'll nove to -- is Dickens, Maurice D ckens
her e?

MR. NEWSOME: Ant hony Muhanmmad
vs. Maurice D ckens. Ms. Maurice D ckens

just called and said that he would not be
com ng in.

CHAI RVAN NI CHCOLS: He j ust
st epped out.

MR. NEWSOME: | guess he's going
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to be here then.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. So he's
here. Were is he? Gkay. M. D ckens, have
a seat.

MR DI CKENS: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Are you all
right?

MR. DI CKENS: Ch yes, just
checki ng ny sugar |evels.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ch okay. |
t hought you'd cut yourself or sonething. Al
right. We're here now to hear the challenge to
the nom nating petition of Maurice T. D ckens,
candi date for Advisory Nei ghborhood
Comm ssi oner single nenber district 8EQ2. The
time is 11:44 a.m and it's Septenber 3, 2014.
WIIl the parties and staff identify thensel ves
for the record.

MR MJHAMVAD: Ant hony Muhanmad,
Comm ssi oner ADQ2.

MR. DI CKENS: Mauri ce D ckens,

candi date for Advi sory Nei ghborhood Comm ssion
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8EQ2.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay.

MR, NEWSOVE: Kevi n Newsone,
Vot er Services Assistant representing M.
Kar en Brooks.

MS. BROMN: Brittany Brown, | egal
intern D.C. Board of Elections.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Thank you. All
right. M. Newsone, could you read into the
record the Registrar's report.

MR, NEWSOVE: Yes, ma'am On
July 28, 2014, Maurice T. Dickens submtted a
nom nating petition to appear on the ballot as
a candidate in the Novenber 4, 2014 general
el ection for the Ofice of Advisory
Nei ghbor hood Comm ssi oner single nenber
di strict 8EQ2.

That petition was posted for
public inspection for ten days as required by
| aw and chal | enged on August 18, 2014 by
Ant hony Muhammad, a registered voter in the

District of Col unbia.
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Her prelimnary review of the
petition challenge indicates that M. Dickens
submtted a total of 56 signatures. The
mnimumrequired for this office is 25
signatures of District voters who are duly
registered in the sane SMD as the candi date.

Chal | enger Ant hony Muhanmad fil ed
chal l enges to a total of 40 signatures,
enunerated by |line and page nunber on
i ndi vi dual chal |l enge sheets filed for each
petition page. Petition signatures were
chal | enged pursuant to Title Il DCVR Section
1607.1 of the Board's regul ations on the
foll ow ng grounds:

The signer's voter registration
was designated as inactive on the voter rol
at the tinme the petition was signed. The
signer is not a duly registered voter. The
signer, according to the Board's records, is
not registered to vote at the address |isted
on the petition at the tinme the petition was

si gned, provided an address on the petition
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which is different than the address which it

appears on the Board's record shall be deened
valid if the signer's current address is
wi thin the boundaries fromwhich the candi date
seeks nom nation and the signer files a change
of address formw th the Board during the
first ten days follow ng the date on which the
chall enge to the nomnating petition is filed,
the petition does not include the nanme of the
signer where the signature is not sufficiently
| egible for identification, the signature is
not nmade by the person whose signature it
purports to be and the signer is not a
registered voter in the ward or single nenber
district fromwhich the candi date seeks
nom nating petition at the tinme the petition
was si gned.

Her review of the chall enge
I ndi cates that 29 of the 40 chall enges are
valid. This |eaves the candi date's nom nati ng
petitions with 27 signatures, two signatures

over the nunber required for ball ot access.
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CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right.

The chal | enger, M. Mihammad, you appeal ed
this process and we'd |ike to hear your case.

MR, MUHAMVAD: Some of the
signatures that were validated and the address
were incorrect. He was asked to bring in ten
change of addresses, which was not done, and
al so I challenged sone of the signatures that
al so were validated by the Board, by the
Regi strar.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ei ght
signatures during the pre-hearing were taken
I ssue with and they are Ladonda Ti on,

Cel estine Hardy, Mchelle Elliott, Janelle
Patterson, Lisa Jones, Ann Corker, Karen

WIllians, Leon Ham lton. You had issues wth-

MR MJHAMVAD: The signatures
didn't match what was on the signature of the
voter registration

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay.

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: D d not
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mat ch?

MR, MUHAMVAD: Did not match.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right.

Did you have any change of addresses that you
subm tted?

MR, MUHAMVAD: No, | don't.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. W will
take this case under advisenent, render a
decision and issue an order. W'IlIl |ook at
t hese signatures, the signatures of the
I ndi vidual s that you have raised issues wth
and make a judgnent. Thank you, M. Mihanmad.

MR, MUHAMVAD: Thank you.

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: So
that's it? These eight?

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Yes, that's
the only issue that's preserved for--

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: These
are the eight signatures that you want us to
take a | ook at?

CHAI RMAN NI CHCLS: What about the

ten signatures with an address that is
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different?

MR, MUHAMVAD: And the ten
addresses that were--

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. And do
we know what they are?

MR NEWSOVE: They were |isted on
these sheets. They were valid chall enges and
M. Dickens didn't bring any address changes
by the deadline. Those are not included in
the 27.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right. So
those are pretty nuch-- But what renmmins is
t he signatures?

MR MJUHAMVAD: Correct.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. W'l
take those under review. Anything el se that
was raised in this pre-hearing?

MR, MUHAMVAD: That was it.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: That was it?
Thank you, M. Mihamad.

MR, MUHAMVAD: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right.
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(END OF MAURI CE DI CKENS PETI Tl ON)

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. W will
now call the parties to the table for the
chall enge to the nom nating petition of Mrvin
Lee, candidate for Advisory Nei ghborhood
Comm ssion single nenber district 8EO1. M.
Lee is not present nor is the challenger.

MR MCCGHI E: Joseph Johnson
Ckay. Can anybody for the record indicate
what notice they were given?

MR, NEWSOVE: Kevi n Newsone,

Vot er Services Assistant representing the
Regi strar of Voters. Both M. Lee and M.
Johnson were notified by email and a phone
call was given to M. Johnson.

MR MCGHI E: Ckay. Then |
recommend that the Board will just proceed ex
parte with this matter.

CHAI RMAN NI CHCLS: Do we need a
notion to do that?

MR, MCGHI E: Yes, a notion that

the Board proceed ex parte pursuant to its
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regulations on the matter of Joseph Johnson
vs. Marvin Lee.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: "Il entertain
a notion to that effect.

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: One
guestion before we get to that notion.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Yes.

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: Had t hat
proven to be a valid email address, had we
corresponded wth him before?

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Yes.

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: We have?
Ckay. And that was a working enmail address?

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Yes, it was.

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: Thank
you. | so nove with a notion that we proceed
ex parte.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right.

Al in favor? Al opposed? Mtion carries.

W wi Il now hear the challenge to
the nom nating petition of--

MR, MCCHI E: Marvi n Lee.
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CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. For

Marvin Lee can you read the Registrar's
report?

MR NEWSOVE: No problem On
July 28, 2014, Marvin S. Lee submtted a
nom nating petition to appear on the ballot as
a candidate in the Novenber 4, 2014 genera
el ection for the Ofice of Advisory
Nei ghbor hood Comm ssi oner single nenber
di strict 8EOL.

That petition was posted for
public inspection for ten days as required by
| aw and chal | enged on August 18, 2014 by
Joseph Johnson, a registered voter in the
District of Col unbia.

A prelimnary review of the
petition challenge indicates that M. Lee
submtted a total of 54 signatures. The
mnimmrequired for this office is 25
signatures of the District voters who are duly
registered in the sane SMD as the candi date.

Chal | enger Joseph Johnson fil ed
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chall enges to a total of 46 signatures
enunerated by |ine and page nunber of

I ndi vi dual chall enge sheets filed for each
petition page.

Petition signhatures were
chal | enged pursuant to Title IIl DCVMR Section
1607.1 of the Board's regulations on the
foll om ng grounds:

The signature is not nmade by the
person whose signature it purports to be and
the signer is not a registered voter in the
ward or single nenber district fromwhich the
candi date seeks nom nation at the tine the
petition was signed.

A review of the chall enges
indicate a total of 24 of the 64 chall enges
are valid. This |eaves the candidate's
nom nating petitions wwth 30 signatures, five
signatures over the nunber required for ball ot
access.

MR, MCGHI E: | believe at this

time we need a notion to accept the Registrar
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of Voters report granting M. Marvin Lee
bal | ot access.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Yes. | nove
that we accept the Registrar's report in this
ex parte hearing with a reconmmendati on that we
grant M. Lee access to the ballot.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al in favor
say aye, all opposed--

[ VOTE TAKEN]

The notion carries.

(END OF MARVI N LEE PETI TI ON)

CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: Good norni ng,
how are you this norning? Ms. Carpenter?

MS. CARPENTER: Ms. Carpenter.

CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: ' msorry,
we' ve changed your nane. Gkay. |Is the
chal | enger - -

MS. CARPENTER: He just sent an
emai | saying that he was sick.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right.
Well we will proceed. It 1s 12:01 p. m It

I s Wednesday, Septenber 3, 2014, a
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continuation of the Special Board Meeting to
hear nom nating petitions challenges. W wll
now hear the challenge to the nom nating
petition of Allyson Carpenter, candi date for
Advi sory Nei ghborhood Comm ssi oner single
menber district 1B10.

WIIl the parties at the table
pl ease identify thenselves for the record and
we'll start with you, Ms. Carpenter.

MS. CARPENTER: My nane is
Al l yson Carpenter.

MR, NEWSOVE: Kevi n Newsone,
Vot er Services Assistant representing M.
Kar en Brooks.

MS. BROMN: Brittany Brown, | egal
I ntern.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right.
And M. Newsone, would you read the
Registrar's report into the record pl ease.

MR, NEWSQOVE: On August 6, 2014,
Al lyson Ann Carpenter submtted a nom nating

petition to appear on the ballot as a
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candidate in the Novenber 4, 2014 general

el ection for the Ofice of Advisory
Nei ghbor hood Conmi ssi oner single nenber
di strict 1B10.

That petition was posted for
public inspection for ten days as required by
| aw and chal | enged on August 18 by Paul
A icksman a registered voter in the District
of Col unbi a.

A prelimnary review of the
petition chall enge indicates that Ms.
Carpenter submtted a total of 25 signatures.
The minimumrequired for this office is 25
signatures of District voters who are duly
registered in the same SMD as the candi date.

Chal | enger Paul A icksman filed a
challenge to a total of seven signatures,
enunerated by |ine and page nunber on
i ndi vi dual chal |l enge sheets filed for each
petition page.

Petition signhatures were

chal | enged pursuant to Title Il DCVR Section
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1607.1 of the Board's regulations on the

foll owi ng grounds:

The signer according to the
Board's records, is not registered to vote at
the address listed on the petition at the tine
the petition was signed, provided an address
on the petition which is different than the
address which appears on the Board's record
shal|l be deened valid if the signer's current
address is within the boundary from which the
candi dat e seeks nom nation and the signer
files a change of address formwth the Board
during the first ten days follow ng the date
on which the challenge to the nom nating
petition is filed.

The signature is not dated. The
petition does not include the nane of the
signer where the signature is not sufficiently
| egible for identification, the signer is not
a registered voter in the war or single nenber
district fromwhich the candi date seeks

nom nation at the tine the petition was

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 87

si gned.

A review of the chall enge
I ndicates that a total of two of the seven
chal l enges are valid. That |eaves the
candi date's nom nating petitions with 23
signatures, two signatures bel ow t he nunber
required for ball ot access.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right.
Ms. Carpenter, do you have any change of
address or any other evidence that would help
you get two of those signatures that you need?

M5. CARPENTER: Yes ma' am  \Wen
| spoke with Ms. Brooks she assured ne that
there was only one signature that there was a
problemw th, and that was Ms. Mrgan Ownens.
I wasn't notified of two.

MR, NEWSOVE: She has a note here
in her records that she stated that page 1,
line 15 which was initially determ ned to be
invalid and she gave credit back to the
candi date so that--

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: She's short
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one.

MR, NEWSOVE: She's short one.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay.

MS. CARPENTER: Vell, if that is
the case | do have testinony from Ms. Mbrgan
Onens who is the signature that is contested
about the date of the signature. |'mnot sure
if this is--

CHAI RMAN NI CHCLS: Is it a sworn
or notarized statenent?

MS. CARPENTER: It's not
notari zed. However, Morgan Onens she signed
iIt. She signed it.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ch, it's not
| egal .

MS. CARPENTER: That was the
I ssue, that's right.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. Al
right. We wll take this under continuation.
You don't have change of address--

M5. CARPENTER: | don't believe

that was necessary.
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MR NEWSOME: No.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. You
came in right at the line. Ckay.

MR, NEWSOVE: Yes, next tine, |
don't even have to tell you. You need 25
signatures and you submt 25 signatures so |
don't need to say anything el se.

MS. CARPENTER: | under st and.
Wien | learned that the petitions were being
released | was actually in China for a three-
week trip so when | got back | literally had
a very small w ndow and | conpletely --
apol ogi ze for not recognizing the error.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right. W
will take this matter under subm ssion and
render an order with a decision as soon as
possi bl e. Thank you, Ms. Carpenter for com ng
down.

MS. CARPENTER: Thank you.

(END OF ALLYSON CARPENTER
PETI TI ON)

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right.
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This hearing is concluded at 12:06 p.m on
Wednesday, Septenber 3, 2014.

W will recess now and reconvene
at 12:30 p.m

(WHEREUPON, A RECESS WAS TAKEN
FROM 12: 06 P.M UNTIL 12:30 P. M)

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right. It
Is 12:33 p. m, Wednesday, Septenber 3rd.
We're calling back to order the Special Board
Meeting of the Board of Elections to hear
nom nating petition chall enges.

W now w || hear the challenge to
the nom nating petition of Mark Renneberger,
candi date for Advisory Nei ghborhood
Comm ssi oner single nmenber district 1A02.

MR, NEWSQOVE: 1A04.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: "' mreading
what's on the agenda. Wat is the correct
nunber ?

MR, NEWSOVE: 1A04.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: 1A04. That is

a correction. Al right. WIIl the parties
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pl ease identify thenselves for the record that
are at the table starting with the chall enger.
MR GOLDSM TH: | m Matt hew
Goldsmth, I'ma challenger.
CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. M.
Gol dsnmi t h.
MR, NEWSOVE: Kevi n Newsone,
Vot er Service Assistant representing Ms. Karen
Br ooks.
VB. BROWN: Brittany Brown,
| egal intern.
CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right.
M. Renneberger is not present but we wll
proceed with the reading of the Registrar's
report on this chall enge. M. Newsone?
MR, NEWSQOVE: On August 4, 2014,
Mar k Renneberger submtted a nom nating
petition to appear on the ballot as a
candi date in the Novenber 4, 2014 genera
el ection for the Ofice of Advisory
Nei ghbor hood Commi ssi oner singl e nmenber

district 1A04.
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That petition was posted for
public inspection for ten days as required by
| aw and chal | enged on August 18, 2014 by
Matt hew Goldsmth, a registered voter in the
District of Col unbia.

A prelimnary review of the
petition's challenge indicates that M.
Renneberger submtted a total of 27
signatures. The mninmumrequired for this
office is 25 signatures of District voters who
are duly registered in sane SMD as the
candi dat e.

Chal | enger Matthew Goldsmth filed
chall enges to a total of 7 signatures,
enunerated by |ine and page nunber on
I ndi vi dual chall enge sheets filed for each
petition page.

Petition signhatures were
chal | enged pursuant to Title IIl DCVMR Section
1607.1 of the Board's regulations on the
foll owi ng grounds:

The signer, according to the
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Board's records, is not registered to vote at
the address listed on the petition at the tine
the petition was signed. Provided that an
address on the petition which is different
than the address which appears on the Board's
records shall be deened valid if the signer's
current address is within the boundary from
whi ch the candi date seeks nom nation and the
signer files a change of address formwth the
Board during the first ten days follow ng the
date on which the challenge to the nom nating
petition is filed, the signature is not nade
by the person whose signature it purports to
be, the signer is not a registered voter in
the ward or single nenber district from which
t he candi date seeks nom nation at the tinme the
petition was signed.

A review of the chall enge
I ndicates that a total of four of the seven
chall enges are valid This |eaves the
candi date's nomnating petition with 23

signatures, two signatures bel ow t he nunber
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required for ballot access.

MR, MCGHI E: Ckay. And | believe
at this tine we need a notion to accept the
Regi strar's determ nation and to deny the
candi date bal |l ot access based on that report.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: "Il entertain
a notion to that effect.

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: So noved
Madam Chai r.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al in favor.
Aye? Al opposed?

( VOTE TAKEN)

Heari ng none, the notion passes.
Thank you, M. Goldsmth.

MR GOLDSM TH: Thank you and
have a great afternoon.

(END OF GOLDSM TH PETI TI ON)

CHAI RMAN NI CHCLS: You do the
sane. Al right. W wll take a recess. The
time is 12:37 p.m, Wdnesday, Septenber 3rd.
Ckay.

(WHEREUPON, A RECESS WAS TAKEN
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FROM 12:37 P.M UNTIL 1:31 P.M)

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right.

We' re going back into session of the Speci al
Board Meeting to hear nomi nating petition
chall enges. It is Wdnesday, Septenber 3,
2014. The tine is 1:33 p.m

Next case is the challenge to the
nom nating petition of Marjorie D. Thonmas-

Bar nes, candi date for Advisory Nei ghborhood
Comm ssi oner Single Menber District 5D05.

WIIl the parties cone to the table
pl ease. And would you all identify yourselves
for the record, starting with you M.

Hender son.

MS. HENDERSON: Yes. Good
af ternoon. Kathy Henderson, do | need to state
nmy address?

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: No.

MR, NEWSOVE: Kevi n Newsone,

Vot er Service Assistant representing Ms.
Kar en Brooks.

MS. BROMN: Brittany Brown, | egal
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I ntern.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: And for the
record, Ms. Henderson is the challenger. The
candidate is not present but we wll proceed
anyway. Al right. M. Newsone, would you
pl ease read into the record the Registrar
Voters report.

MR, NEWSQOVE: On August 6, 2014,
Marjorie D. Thomas-Barnes submtted a
nom nating petition to appear on the ballot as
a candidate in the Novenber 4, 2014 genera
el ection for the Ofice of Advisory
Nei ghbor hood Comm ssi oner single nenber
di strict 5DO05.

That petition was posted for
public inspection for ten days as required by
| aw and chal | enged on August 18, 2014 by Kat hy
Henderson, a registered voter in the District
of Col unbi a.

A prelimnary review of the
petition's challenge indicates that M.

Thomas- Bar nes submtted a total of 95
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signatures. The mninmumrequired for this
office is 25 signatures of District voters who
are duly registered in the sane SMD as the
candi dat e.

Chal | enger Kat hy Henderson fil ed
chall enges to a total of 74 signatures,
enunerated by |ine and page nunber on
I ndi vi dual chal |l enge sheets filed for each
petition page.

Petition signhatures were
chal | enged pursuant to Title IIl DCVMR Section
1607.1 of the Board's regulations on the
foll om ng grounds:

The signer's voter registration
was designated as inactive on the voter roll
at the tine the petition was signed. The
signer, according to the Board's records, is
registered to vote at the address listed on
the petition at the tinme the petition was
si gned provided that an address on the
petition which is different than the address

whi ch appears on the Board's records shall be
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deened valid if the signer's current address
IS within boundary from which the candi date
seeks nom nation and the signer files a change
of address formw th the Board during the
first ten days follow ng the date on which the
chall enge to the nomnating petition is filed,
the signature is not dated, the petition does
not include the address of the signer, the
petition does not include the nanme of the
signer where the signature is sufficiently
| egible for identification, the signature is
not nmade by the person whose signature it
purports to be and the signer is not a
registered in the ward or single nenber
district fromwhich the candi date seeks
nom nation at the tine the petition was
si gned.

A review of the chall enge
I ndi cates that 68 of the 74 chall enges are
valid. This |eaves the candi date's nom nati ng
petition with 27 signatures, two signatures

over the nunber required for ball ot access.
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CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: Thank you, M.

Newsonme. All right. Ms. Henderson, | think
you have chal |l enged one signature, that of
Marilyn Teresa HIl. You also raise the
guestion of why didn't the candidate foll ow
the master index and the guidance given to her
by the Board. |Is that the only issue that you
have to raise is with that one signature?

MS. HENDERSON: No, and | w ]l
raise--

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: But you cannot
rai se anything that you did not raise in the
pre- heari ng.

MS. HENDERSON: Right. I'm
reasserting an issue that | raised.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: And what is
t hat ?

M5. HENDERSON: The issue -- well
first of all good afternoon to the Board and
it is a pleasure to be here even under these
adversarial circunstances and | appreciate

the adm nistrative process that is in place to
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allow citizens to civilly address issues
because if you keep up with current events
certainly you know it's not going on in the
rest of the world.

So as | get older | certainly
appreciate ny Anerican citizenship and the
processes in place.

The issue that | raised at the
prelimnary hearing is |lack of due diligence,
carel essness and failure to conport with
m ni mum standards. And | raised the issue
about the master index because the Board of
El ections provides a master index of certainly
not every person that's registered to vote but
a mninmum of the people that are registered to
vote that reside wthin the sanme single nenber
district that the candidate is seeking to be
el ected in.

Certainly at a mnimum if you
follow that nmaster index, you can rest assured
that those persons that are registered to vote

won't have any issue. Wen you go outside of
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that, there needs to be sone |evel of care and
| think integrity in the process.

Ms. Barnes did nmake an attenpt to
-- she did scrutinize her petitions before she
submtted themand that's evidenced by her
di scounti ng sone of her own signatures before
they were even challenged. And | think one
coul d make the argunent that the signatures
that she chose to to submt, you know, she's
submtting as valid when she had no evi dence
that they were valid. The persons are not the
fact that you all sustained 68 of those
chall enges and | actually m ssed a chall enge
because signature No. 10 is clearly on its
face -- but | can't raise that here but it's
not valid either. So that brings her down to
26.

She al so provided a signature of
sonmeone who |ives on Channing Street. By no
stretch of the imagination, | raised that at
the pre-hearing, at the prelimnary hearing,

let's see, what page is that on?
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CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: But Ms.

Hender son, what | think we want to do--

MS. HENDERSON: ' m | ooki ng.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. Go
ahead.

M5. HENDERSON: | just wanted to
point that out and I'll | ook for that one. But
there's a signature on Channing Street,
certainly by no stretch of the inmagination can
that signature be construed as a m st ake.
Channing Street is nowhere near 5D in any
shape or form

Further, this Board, not
necessarily these nenbers, but the Board when
Mayor Anthony A WIIlians sought reel ection as
mayor for the District of Colunbia, he turned
In nomnating petitions that did not contain
signatures that were legitimte. And the
Board rul ed that because of the flagrant
di sregard for, and | don't have the exact
wordi ng of that ruling but you all can | ook up

the old ruling, that you threw out the entire
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petition because it was fraudul ent and part
that is because the candidate failed to
exerci se due diligence and to provide that
there was integrity of the process.

And the reason | wanted to go

forward with this challenge is because | thi

I mean we're not tal king about a few

signatures, we're tal king about 68 and 68 of

t he proposed candi date, she submtted those
their face expecting this Board to accept
those w thout any verification, using your
master index, using the registration of

voters. You all provide a CD, you can cone

in fact of persons that are registered to
vot e.

So I think that based on the
precedent that's already there wwth the

Wllians case and in this natter, that she

Page 103

of

nk

there's a basis here to make a simlar claim

those signatures. Ms. Barnes the candi date or

on

in

and use the conputers, so there was no reason

for her to believe that those signatures were
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shoul d not be allowed access on the ballot.

And | don't undertake this process
reckl essly, carelessly. | think that there
shoul d be a process in place that actually
mai ntai ns standards on the ballot. And |
think in this case there's a flagrant
di sregard for m ninum standards and that you
all should rule against her. And that's
essentially it. And certainly |'mopen to any
guestions that you may have. And agai n thank
you for the opportunity to be heard.

CHAI RMAN NI CHCLS: Do you have
any questions, M. Danzansky?

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: No.
Certainly we synpathize wwth that. W' ve
recently submtted sone regul ati on changes to
hel p clean this up

MR MCGHI E: Yes, | was thinking
about the sane thing. W have regulations in
pl ace now where no one can submt nore than
doubl e the required signatures so that's going

to do away wth people just throw ng 95
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signatures at us and saying you find 25 good
si gnat ures.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Really if it
weren't for challengers |ike you because you
know t he Board does sone work with nom nating
petition challenges, the bul k of our scrutiny
Is devoted to initiative. So it has to be
citizens who cone forward and scrutinize these
nom nating petitions for any kind of issues.

But once they're brought to the
Board's attention then we will focus on them
We have certainly sought to -- and | know |I've
given this speech at |east a couple of tines
about how candi dates need to really do their
due diligence and make sure that they review
their petition signatures and that they are
qualified candi dates |ong before the date to
turn themin.

Now whet her that's being done,
probably in sone case | would say it is. And
in many it's not. But go ahead.

M5. HENDERSON: And certainly
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again | reiterate ny appreciation to have an
opportunity to address this matter in a very
civil proceeding and again it's a pleasure.

And again just one final thing, I
think since this particular candi date worked
for a previous council nenber who was found
wanting on sonme many levels, | think that you
know and in a prelimnary hearing she asserted
that he's an honorabl e nman.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ch really?

MS. HENDERSON: Yes. That's what
we all say. And | think that maintaining
integrity in our electoral process at every
| evel allows citizens not to have to go
t hrough any down the road issues. Certainly
our system provides for |ayers of discovery,
| ayers of recourse, but why put citizens
t hrough that process?

And as an ANC Conm ssioner, | know
not only have | fought to protect ny community
froma public safety standpoint, |'ve al so

fought to nmake sure that nmy comunity is
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educat ed and engaged. Too often people stay
home and they're |ike why should | bother?
They're going to do what they want to do.
It's fraud. They're stealing. You know, you
hear it all the tinme and it's |ike we don't
get paid for doing this.

And then you have to tell citizens
no, we need you to go vote. W need you to
stand up for people who want to mai ntain
integrity in the process. And that's why |
think it's not sinply, and for the record |
don't have a problemw th standi ng up agai nst
any challenger. |I'mproud of ny record and |
don't have any problens wth going door to
door, sharing that record with the voters.

And | can assure you that if | was
the only person on the ballot, I'"mgoing to
share ny record with every voter.

But the issue here is maintaining
integrity in the process, and | don't think
that the m ni num standards or any type of

integrity was naintained.
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This is just sonething that was
thrown together, put forth and had it not been
for nmy challenge you woul d not have even been
able to ascertain that 68 signatures, and
technically 69 because No. 10, | m ssed that
one, but it should have been chall enged. That
69 signatures are not, they're not good
signatures. So with that | rest.

CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: But | et nme ask

you this.

M5. HENDERSON: Yes nma' am

CHAI RMAN NI CHCLS: So 69 but she
still has 25, 26 valid signatures. So the |aw

does not you know -- anyway, thank you so
much.
MS. HENDERSON: One fi nal
rebuttal point. M. WIIlians had signatures--
CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Yes, we got
t hat .
MS. HENDERSON: --that were
valid. | ama registered voter. | have voted

in every election since |I've been able to
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vote. Mne was one of those signatures and
I"'ma legitimate voter and so are thousands of
people in this city. And the Board di sm ssed
all of our signatures because you found that
the process was so conprom sed that you
forced himto take his -- and | think it
probably hel ped himin sone regards, but you
found that that process was so flawed that you
di scounted those registered voters.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right. I''m
hearing you | oud and cl ear on that.

We'll take the matter under
consideration and we wll issue an order.

MS. HENDERSON: Thank you. |
appreciate that.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Thank you so
much for com ng down.

M5. HENDERSON: The pl easure was
m ne.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: And t hank you
for your service.

BOARD MEMBER DANZANSKY: Yes.
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CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: W do

appreci ate your service al so.

MS. HENDERSON: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: There being no
further matters before us, this neeting is
adjourned. The tine is 1:46 p.m, Septenber
3rd. It is Wednesday.

(Wher eupon, the hearing of the
Board of El ections Special Board Meeting
havi ng been concl uded, went off the record at

1: 46 p. m)
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