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P-R-0O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
10:34 a.m.
MR. THOMPSON: All right. Good
morning, everybody. Happy belated Groundhog
Day. We're all still here. My name is Gary
Thompson. I'm the chair of the Board of
Elections. Welcome. With me 1is Karyn

Greenfield, my fellow board member, and we
constitute a quorum of the three-member board.
First thing we do is adopt our agenda, which

has been distributed and reviewed in advance.
And at this time, I'll move the agenda, and

I'll take a second as a favorable vote as well.

MS. GREENFIELD: Second.

MR. THOMPSON: All right. The agenda
being adopted. Also, our minutes from our last
meeting have Dbeen distributed and reviewed.
And at this time, I would move that we adopt
our minutes as well.

MS. GREENFIELD: I second.

MR. THOMPSON: Our minutes are

adopted. And with that, we will hear from our

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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executive director, Monica Holman Evans.

MS. EVANS: Good morning, and thank
you. This is the executive director's report
for January 2025. First, the Election Center
held the Joint Election Officials Liaison
Committee Conference 1in Pentagon City from
January 8 through January 10. Several members
from our office attended the conference.

Election Center staff asked the Board
of Elections to host an office tour during the
conference. Election officials from all over
the country toured our offices on January 8.
Staff members were able to provide information
regarding the differences between the District
of Columbia and other elections jurisdictions.

On January 16, I met with advocates of
the local Resident Voting Rights Amendment Act.
They have some concerns about the requirements
of the current legislation. We are discussing
the possibility of rulemaking and other changes
that will align with the desired intent of the

legislation.
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Voter registration rolls. In January,
we regilstered 2,500 new voters and processed
4,228 registration changes. In total, we
prepared 6,728 voter registration cards to be
mailed. Additionally, 50 registered voters
moved out of D.C. and 180 voters canceled their
D.C. registrations and registered with other
jurisdictions. And 869 voters registered in
D.C. after canceling their registrations 1in
other states.

Online voter registration. We are
continuing to register voters using our website
portal. And to date, we have processed over
95,915 applications using the portal. These
include new voter registrations and updates to
existing registrations. In January, we
registered no non-citizens to vote in local
elections. Total non-citizen registration is
980. Since the election, we have seen a
noticeable decline in the number of non-citizen
registrations.

Restore the Vote. The Restore the
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Vote Division has finalized the statistics from
the general election. I previously reported
that we had 1,173 D.C. residents in the Federal
Bureau of Prisons registered to vote with 654
voting, which represents a significant
increase. Now I can report that the Department
of Corrections had 655 registered voters with
544 voting, the latter of which is an increase
of approximately 225 percent over the 2022
general election.

Of the 544 wvotes 1in the DOC or
Department of Corrections, 428 were in-person
and 116 were <cast wvia mail Dballots. The
Department of Corrections' efforts are laudable
as the number of people that voted in-person
was twice that of the previous election.

Additionally, 172 people took
advantage of same-day registration and voted
immediately afterward. The Division has now
turned 1its attention to working with the
Corrections Information Council or CIC on

reporting out various statistics and developing
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any necessary legislative recommendations as
required by the Restore the Vote Act.

2025 Next Steps O0Off Election Year
Planning. We are looking at the 2024 general
election and exploring areas improvement and
assessing the need for new equipment. We are
taking steps to fully implement new legislation
ahead of the 2026 election cycle, and that
includes reviewing the requirements of the
Automatic Voter Registration Expansion Act.

Additionally, we are exploring updates
to the Election Worker Training Manual,
developing the 2025 Voter Education Outreach
Plan, and assessing our plan for Vote Center
and Mail Ballot Dropbox locations.
Additionally, we will convene all of our
vendors together to develop a strategy to
conduct a mock election later this year.

List Maintenance. List maintenance 1is
an ongoing process. Our data team will
continue to focus on keeping voter registration

records accurate and up-to-date by conducting

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

essential tasks such as identifying registrants

who have moved, whether in-state or out-of-
state, verifying deceased individuals,
addressing duplicate records, identifying

ineligible voters, and active voters.

We are working with ERIC or the
Electronic Registration Information Center, the
Department of Motor Vehicles, the U.S. Postal
Service, and the Department of Health Vital
Records to verify and cross—check data,
ensuring the accuracy of the voter registration
database.

As far as our biennial mail canvas, we
are conducting the canvas to confirm the
residential addresses of voters who were
eligible but did not participate in the 2024
presidential election. This will involve
mailing a first-class, non-forwardable canvas
postcard to the addresses listed in our
records. We're in the process of finalizing
the address confirmation postcards and plan to

mail approximately 135,000 canvas postcards in
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10

February. The card will be sent to our vendor
next week.

As far as technology and
cybersecurity, we are continuing to assess our
technology infrastructure to identify necessary
replacements or upgrades, ensuring readiness
for the next election cycle. We are working
with our election partners to conduct a
nationwide cybersecurity risk assessment to
evaluate our current environment, and we are
following the assessment we will see -- well,
we will receive to customize report with
recommendations to strengthen our threat
environment.

Voter Education and Outreach. During
the month of January, the Voter Education and
Outreach Division participated in two events on
behalf of the agency. These events included
the naturalization ceremony at the U.S.
District Court and a day of action with the
American Association of People with

Disabilities.
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Election Worker Division. We are
reviewing feedback from site coordinators and
looking at takeaways from the 2024 election
cycle. Accordingly, we are exploring updates
to election worker recruitment and training.

We are also updating our materials based on
feedback and new legislation.

ANC vacancies. We currently have 32
active ANC vacancies for the 2025-2026 term.
These positions are 1n different stages of

being filled. After candidate filing

requirements are met, an open vote of

registered voters of the affected SMD will be
held during regularly scheduled AMC meetings.
Special Election. We have Dbeen
fielding questions and providing information
regarding the possibility of a special
election. Yesterday, the D.C. Council voted to
expel the Ward 8 Council Member. After we
receive the expulsion resolution from the
Council, we will take steps to certify a

vacancy at our meeting that will be held on

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Friday, February 14th. And that concludes my
report. Thank you.

MR. THOMPSON: All right. Thanks very
much. In case people didn't catch that, we're
going to hold a special meeting on Friday,
February 14th, I believe at 1 o'clock to take
up the issue of a special election to be held
as a result of the wvacancy created Dby the
expulsion of the Ward 8 Council Member. With
that, I'll turn to our General Counsel, Terri
Stroud.

MS. STROUD: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

The first item on my agenda is a notice of
proposed rulemaking to Title 3 of the D.C.
Municipal Regulations. This is being proposed
on behalf of the Office of Voter Services for
the Board. And what this amendment would do is
to allow tuition and housing statements from
District of Columbia Colleges and Universities

to be accepted as valid and acceptable proof of
residence.

The issue that we were finding is that

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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some of the institutions will have the student
voter's residence address on the tuition or
housing bill while others include it on a
separate statement. And so 1including the
statement as acceptable proof of residence will
ensure that all students could provide wvalid
documentation.

And should the Board allow me to
proceed with publishing this rulemaking in the
D.C. Register, it is anticipated that it would
be published in the February 14th edition of
the D.C. Register, which means that the
deadline to provide comments would be March 17,
2025. And of course, we will post the proposed
rulemaking on the Board's website at the
conclusion of the Board meeting.

And so at this time, I would ask for a
motion that the Board permit me to send this
rulemaking for publication in the D.C.
Register, at which time would commence a 30-day
review period during which voters may provide

comments on the rulemaking. And then we would
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take final rulemaking action after the close of
the comment period. And so with that, I ask
for the Board's motion.

MR. THOMPSON: All right.

MS. STROUD: And a roll call vote.

MR. THOMPSON: Yes, so moved. As you
suggest, I would move -- allow the General
Counsel to forward it for publication.

MS. GREENFIELD: And I second.

MS. STROUD: Okay. And so we have the
Chair voting.

MR. THOMPSON: Chair votes aye.

MS. GREENFIELD: I vote aye.

MS. STROUD: Okay. And with that, as
indicated, I will submit the rulemaking for
publication in the D.C. Register such that it
will be published, not this Friday, but the
next Friday, which will be February 14th.

The next 1item on my agenda 1is
litigation status. We have eight matters to
discuss. The first 1s Stacia Hall wv. the

Board. That case is in the U.S. Court of

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Appeals for the D.C. Circuit. This is an
appeal from the U.S. District Court's denial of
a challenge to legislation allowing non-
citizens to wvote 1n local election. The
Solicitor General for the District's cross-
appeal reply 1is due on February 19th, that
there's been no new activity in this matter
since the January 15th Board meeting.
The second matter is Charles Wilson v.
the Mayor and the Board. That's in the D.C.
Court of Appeals. This is an appeal from a
decision by the D.C. Superior Court denying the
appellant's challenge to initiative measure
number 83 for the reason that it was untimely
filed. All pleadings are due, have been filed
in this matter, and there's Dbeen no new
activity since the January 15th Board meeting.
The next matter is Long v. D.C. Board
of Elections. That's in the U.S. District
Court for the District. This matter results
from the November 26, 2024 removal of a matter

from the D.C. Superior Court -- of the Long

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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matter from the D.C. Superior Court to the U.S.

District Court.

In that matter, the plaintiff was

seeking $10,000 in damages for an overdraft fee

caused by a stop payment on a check issued for

his service as an election worker. The removed

action is pending in the District Court, and
there's been no new activity since the last
Board meeting.

The fourth matter is Deirdre Brown v.
the D.C. Board of Elections. That's in the
D.C. Court of Appeals. On August 7th of 2024,
the petitioner sought review of the
certification of initiative measure number 83.
All of the pleadings have been filed in this
matter, and there's been no new activity since
the last Board meeting.

The fifth matter is Calvin Gurley v.
the Mayor and the Board. That's in the D.C.
Superior Court. This matter involves a
complaint filed by the plaintiff on November

18, 2024, which challenged initiative measure

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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number 83. There's been no new activity in
this matter since the last Board meeting.

The next matter, number six, is Young-
Bey v. the D.C. Board of Elections. That's in
the D.C. Court of Appeals. This was a
challenge filed Dby a resident at the D.C.
Department of Corrections where he sought to
challenge the outcome of the Advisory
Neighborhood Commission single-member district
7F08 seat.

On January 15th, the Court denied the
Office of the General Counsel's request for
reconsideration of the case due to a timing
issue. And the Court denied the Office of the
General Counsel's request, but also denied a
rehearing request from Young-Bey. They ruled
in the Board's favor on the merits. And so
this case is now closed.

Item number seven is Shep Sobin v. the
D.C. Board of Elections. This is in the D.C.
Court of Appeals. On December 9th, the

plaintiff petitioned the Court, or the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

appellant petitioned the Court, to overturn the
2024 general election results with respect to
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A09 seat and
declare him the winner.

On January 15th, the Court denied
Sobin's rehearing request and denied the
General Counsel's motion for leave to file a
response to such request. So the case was
dismissed, and this matter is now closed.

The final matter is Sobin v. the D.C.
Board of Elections, and that's in the U.S.
District Court for D.C. On January 13th, the
plaintiff filed a complaint in the U.S.
District Court in which he alleges that the
Board's petition circulation process requiring
candidates to gather signatures violates the
Americans with Disabilities Act, and he also
requested that an Advisory Neighborhood
Commission election be held in his, that the
election to be held in his single-member
district was illegal.

At this juncture, there's not been any

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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action in that matter, and that concludes my
litigation status and my report overall.

MR. THOMPSON: All right. Thank you
very much. Now we'll hear from Office of
Campaign Finance.

MS. COLLIER-MONTGOMERY : For the
record, the full report of the activity of the
Office of Campaign Finance for the month of
January 2025 will be posted on our website,
ocf.dc.gov, before the close of business today.
I will, however, highlight a few items of
interest for the public from the report.

First, the D.C. Auditor, on January
the 28th, 2025, issued a report on the status
as of December 31, 2024, of the recommendations
which were made in the January 31, 2022 final
audit report for several entities of the
District Government, including the Office of
Campaign Finance. The D.C. Auditor was
required by the Fair Elections Act to audit the
Fair Elections Program following the first

cycle of its administration.
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The Auditor had found that overall the
Fair Elections Program was run well, but there
was room for improvement, and she made 11
recommendations. The Auditor found in the most
recent report that six of the 11
recommendations have been fully implemented and
that five of the recommendations were 1in
progress. The report is under review, and the
Office of Campaign Finance intends to fully
comply with the Auditor's report.

In our Fair Elections Program during
the month of January, with respect to the 2024
election cycle, again there were 20 certified
participating candidates in the Fair Elections
Program, and the agency authorized the
disbursement of the total sum of $2,830,041.15
from the Fair Elections Fund in base amount and
matching payments. The 2020 election cycle
ended on November the 5th, 2024, the date of

the general election.

During the month of January, there

were no new candidates who were certified in
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the Fair Elections Program for the 2026
election cycle, and no disbursements were
authorized from the fund during the month of
January. The Fair Elections Program conducted
34 desk reviews of amended reports of receipts
and expenditures during the coverage period of
this report and issued 16 requests for
additional information as a result of the desk
reviews.

With respect to remitted funds, as of
January 31, 2025, the total sum of $872,102.58
has been remitted for deposit 1in the Fair
Elections Fund. With respect to the ongoing
2022 post-election full field audits, again the
Office of Campaign Finance issued 42 post-
election audit letters for the June 21, 2022
primary election and the November the 8th, 2022
general election to candidates who were
certified to participate in the 2022 election
cycle. The audits were initiated in March of
2023.

To date, the Fair Elections Program
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has issued 26 final audit reports for the 2022
election cycle including the following audit
report which was 1issued 1n January. Brian
Schwalb, Brian for D.C. Principal Campaign
Committee, the post-election audit report was
issued on January the 14th, 2025, and this was
a compliance audit report.

In our Public Information and Records
Management Division, there were two dates for
the filing of reports of receipts and
expenditures during the month of January. The
January 1 activity report by the Constituent
Service and the Statehood Fund Program and the
January 31st report of receipts and
expenditures by Political Action Committees and
Principal Campaign Committees. The real-time
images of the reports are available at the OCF
website for public review.

During the month of January for the
2026 election cycle, we did have one candidate
who registered in the traditional program and

that was Nicholas Dorsey who registered on

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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January the 22nd, 2025 for the Office of Mayor.
With respect to committee registrations, we had
one new committee registration and that was a
recall committee, the Committee to Recall D.C.
Attorney General Brian Schwalb. The committee
registered on January 27, 2025.

In our Reports Analysis and Audit
Division, and that is our traditional campaign
finance program, the Audit Branch conducted 26
reviews of reports of receipts and expenditures
and also 1issued 9 requests for additional
information as a result of those reviews.

There were no new audits issued by the
Division. However, the FEP Program -- I'm
SOrry. The Traditional Audit Branch 1is
assisting with the audit of an audit which was
initiated by the FEP Program. It's a post-
election audit for the 2024 election cycle. It
is the Committee to Elect Eboni-Rose, and the
audit fieldwork is in progress with respect to
that audit.

Also, the traditional, I would just

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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mention, the traditional audit program did in
fact initiate on February the 3rd the following
audits for the audit of newly elected officials
who participated in the 2024 election cycle.
And those audits are Re-elect Trayon White,
2024, Jacque for D.C., 2024, T. Michelle
Colson, State Board of Education, Ward 4, Re-
elect Eboni-Rose for Ward 7. And again, those
are newly elected officials and those audits
will be conducted by the traditional campaign
finance audit program.

And I would also mention for the
record that in our Fair Elections Program, the
Fair Elections Program also 1nitiated on
February 3rd 20 audits of the participating
candidates who were certified 1in the Fair
Elections Program during the 2024 election
cycle. And that concludes the report for the
Office of the Director, but I would ask our
General Counsel William Sanford to give the
report for our legal division.

MR. SANFORD: Good morning, Mr.
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Chairman and distinguished Board Member
Greenfield. My name 1s William Sanford,
General Counsel for the Office of Campaign
Finance. During the month of January 2025, the
Office of the General Counsel received 29
referrals, completed 12 informal hearings and
issued 12 orders, which included the following.
3 orders were issued in which no fines were
imposed and 9 orders were issued in which a
total of $14,675 in fines was imposed.

During the month of January 2025, the
Office of the General Counsel imposed fines
against the following respondents. A fine of
$2,000 was 1imposed against the Principal
Campaign Committee McDuffie '22. A fine of
$2,700 was imposed against Friends of VJ 4, for
Ward 4. A fine of $2,050 was imposed against
our friend Brandaun Douglass, Principal
Campaign Committee. A fine of $800 was imposed
against the Ward 7 Democrats.

A fine of $1,475 was imposed against

Robert for D.C. A fine of $2,000 was imposed
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against Robert for D.C. A fine of $1,500 was
imposed against T. Michelle Colson for State
Board of Education. A fine of $1,400 was
imposed against Jacque for D.C., 2024. And a
fine of $700 was imposed against Jacque for

D.C., 2024.

During the month of January 2025,
there were no open investigations before the
Office of Campaign Finance. During the month
of January 2025, there was one request for an
interpretive opinion. That was docket number
202501. The requester was Dipa Mehta, Esquire.
And the subject was whether the prohibitions
regarding the use of government resources apply
to a recall measure, which 1s related to
pending litigation involving the Office of the
Attorney General of the District of Columbia.

That matter was docketed on the 24th
of January 2025, and the opinion was issued on
the 27th of January. The Office of the General
Counsel concluded that in view of the context

of this recall measure, those prohibitions did
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not apply to the O0Office of the Attorney
General.

During the month of January 2025,
there were no show cause proceedings conducted.
And that should conclude my report, the
contents of which will be posted at the Office
of Campaign Finance website under the reports
and data section by close of business today,
the 5th of February 2024.

MR. THOMPSON: All right, thank you
very much.

MS. COLLIER-MONTGOMERY : And that
concludes the report of the Office of Campaign
Finance.

MR. THOMPSON : Okay. All right,
moving right along to the last segment, we'd
love to hear from the public. So if you're out
there on Zoom, just raise your hand, your Zoom
hand, and we'll be patient and ask for you to
speak and limit your comments to three minutes,
if you can.

I see we have 26 participants. We're

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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looking up and down the Zoom list there and I
don't see any hands raised. Yeah, we'll go to
the top. So going once, going twice, three
times.

All right. Well, thank you,
everybody, for being here. As mentioned, we'll
hold a special meeting on Friday, February
14th, Valentine's Day. And I believe 1it's
going to be at 1 o'clock when we will take up
the matter of the special election to fill the
vacancy created by the expulsion of the Ward 8
Council member.

I believe we'll also consider a recall
petition. And there'll be obviously an agenda
published in advance, which might change. So
be on the lookout for the publication, the
notice of the agenda for that special meeting.

Beyond that, our next regular meeting
will be Monday, March 3rd at 10:30 a.m. instead
of Wednesday, March 5th. If we need to have a
regular meeting, not sure yet, but that's when

we'll do it, in March, i1f we're proceeding.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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And anything else before we adjourn
anybody?

MS. STROUD: Not for me.

MR. THOMPSON: All right.
hearing nothing, I move that we adjourn.

MS. GREENFIELD: I second.

MR. THOMPSON: All right. Thank you,

everybody. Have a safe and happy rest of the

month.

(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter

went off the record at 11:03 a.m.)

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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