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GOVERNMENT
OF
THE DI STRI CT OF COLUMBI A

+ + + + +

BOARD OF ELECTI ONS

+ + + + +

SPECI AL BOARD MEETI NG

+ + + + +
FRI DAY

MAY 16, 2025

+ + + + +

The District of Colunbia Board of
El ecti ons convened a Special Board Meeting via
Vi deo Tel econference, pursuant to notice at 9:30
a.m EDT, Gary Thonpson, Chair, presiding.

BOARD OF ELECTI ONS MEMBERS PRESENT:
GARY THOWPSON, Chair
KARYN GREENFI ELD, Menber
BOARD OF ELECTI ONS STAFF PRESENT:
TERRI STROUD, CGeneral Counsel

MARI SSA CORRENTE, Regi strar of Voters
JORCGE QUI NTANA, Attorney Advi sor
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P-ROGCEEDI-NGS
(9:36 a.m)

CHAIR THOMPSON: Al right. W are
recording. W have a court reporter. Good
norning. M nane is Gary Thonpson, the Chair of
the D.C. Board of Elections and with ne is Karyn
Geenfield, ny fellow Board nenber. W have a
gqguorum W distributed an agenda and | woul d
nove we adopt that agenda.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: | second.

CHAIR THOMPSON:  All in favor.

(Chorus of aye.)

CHAIR THOWSON. And with that, 'l
turn things over to GCeneral Counsel, Terri
St r oud.

M5. STROUD: Ckay, we have one item
on our agenda for this Special Board Meeting
which is a challenge to the nomnating petition
subm tted by Doc Adans. The challenge was filed
by Brian Strege and the office that issued is the
office to fill the vacancy in the Ofice of Ward

8 Menber of the Council for the July 15, 2025,
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speci al el ection.

W will have the parties state their
nanes and addresses for the record. | believe |
see M. Strege. | hope |I'm pronounci ng your nane

right, but | probably amnot. But if you could
state your nanme and address for the record.

MR. STREGE: Yes, sure. Can you hear
me? Have | been unnut ed?

M5. STROUD: Yes.

MR, STREGE: M nane is Brian Strege
and ny address is 880 New Jersey Avenue SE, Unit
228, Washington, D.C. 20003. That is in Ward 8.

M5. STROUD: Thank you. And we will
have the representatives from the Board of
El ections state their names and work addresses
for the record.

It appears that candi date Doc Adans
I's not present, but Section 403.4 of Title 3 of
the D.C. Municipal Regulations permts the Board
to proceed ex parte in the event that a party is
not present. And we have contacted Candi date

Adans to see if he was avail able to appear and

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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|"'mgoing to have the nenber fromthe Ofice of
CGeneral Counsel state for the record the neans by
whi ch the candi date was provided notice of the
neeting, including reading into the record any
docunents that were sent to informhimof today's
pr oceedi ng.

MR, QUI NTANA: Council nenbers of the
Board, the candi date and the chall enger both
received email notifications of the pre-hearing
conference. The candi date was present at the
pre-hearing conference. W had exchanged emails
at the pre-hearing conference on the 13th earlier
this week. Both parties were inforned of the
date and tine of this hearing, that it would be
today at 9:30 and then on the 14th, both of them
both parties were emailed the actual notice that
we publish on our website, along the body of the
emai | and infornmed themof the date and tine, as
well as the copied-and-pasted Zoom 1|ogin
information. | have not heard fromthe candi date
Si nce.

M5. STROUD: Ckay, so what | would

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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like to do at this tine is have the Board nove to
proceed ex parte by a roll call vote. So if we
could entertain a notion to proceed ex parte.
CHAI R THOMPSON: Chair, so noves.
VEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Second.
M5. STROUD: kay, Chairman Thonpson?
CHAI R THOVWPSON:  Aye.
M5. STROUD: Menber G eenfield?
MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Aye.
M5. STROUD: Ckay, with that, the
Board has noved to proceed ex parte by a roll
call vote. So we'll have the nenber of the Board
staff, beginning with the Registrar of Voters and
the menber fromthe O fice of the General Counsel
identify their names and their work addresses for

t he record.

M5. CORRENTE: Certainly, good
nor ni ng. Thank you. My nane is Marissa
Corrente. |I'mthe Registrar of Voters here at

the D.C. Board of Elections and the address here
is 1015 Half Street SE.. W're in Suite 750.

MR, QUI NTANA:  And ny nane is Jorge

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Quintana. |'man attorney advisor for the Board
of Elections at that sanme address, 1015 Hal f
Street.

M5. STROUD: GCkay. So what we're
going to do is we're going to have the Registrar
of Voters read the sunmary of her report

regardi ng the challenge into the record and then

the parties will have the opportunity to respond.
And so with that, we'll hear fromthe Registrar
of Voters.

M5. CORRENTE: Thank you. So this
meno was sent to all parties on May 9th, 2025.
The subject is challenge to the petition of Doc
Adans, candidate for Ward 8 nenber of the D.C
Counci | . On April 17th, 2025, Doc Adans
submtted a nom nating petition to appear on the
bal |l ot as a candidate in the July 15th, 2025
Special Election for the Ofice of Ward 8 nenber
of the D.C. Council. The m nimmrequirenent to
obtain ballot access for this office is 500
si gnat ures. The petition cont ai ns 705

si gnat ures.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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The petition was posted for public
I nspection for ten days as required by |aw. The
petition was challenged on April 28th, 2025, by
Brian Strege, a registered voter in the District
of Colunbia. Challenger Stege filed challenges
to 439 of the 705 signatures submtted and
enunerated by |ine and page nunber on individual
chal | enge sheets for each petition page.

The si gnat ures are chal | enged
pursuant to the Board's regulations in Title 3,
Chapter 16 of the DCVR on the foll ow ng grounds:
The signer, according to the Board's record is
not registered to vote at the address |listed on
the petition at the tinme the petition was signed,
the signature is a duplicate of a wvalid
signature; the petition does not include the
address of the signer; the petition does not
I ncl ude the nane of the signer and the signature
is not sufficiently legible for identification;
the signature is not nade by the person whose
signature it purports to be; and the signer is

not a registered voter in the ward from which a

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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candi date seeks nomnation at the tinme the
petition was signed.

Additionally, the <challenger also
hi ghl i ghted bl ank signature |ines throughout the
petition on the challenge sheet. M review of
the chal |l enges indicates that 422 of the 439
chal |l enges are valid, 122 are valid because the
signer is not registered to vote, 162 are valid
because the signer is not registered to vote at
the address listed on the petition at the tine
the petition was signed, 58 are valid because the
signer's voter registration was designated as
I nactive on the voter roll at the tine the
petition was signed, one is valid because the
signature is a duplicate of a valid signature,
four are valid because the signature does not
i ncl ude the address of the signer, 44 are valid
because neither the nane of the signer nor the
si gnature are sufficiently | egi bl e for
identification, and 31 are valid because the
signer is not a registered voter in the

jurisdiction from which the candidate seeks

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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10
nomnation at the tinme the petition was signed.
This | eaves the candi date's nom nating petition
Wi th 283 signatures, 217 signatures bel ow the
requi red nunber for valid access.

And next, we' |l have t he
representative fromthe Ofice of the CGeneral
Counsel discuss what happened at the pre-hearing
conference that was held in this matter.

MR. STREGE: | can't hear Jorge.

VMEMBER GREENFI ELD: Can't hear him

MR, QUI NTANA: Got cha. At the
pre-hearing conference, both parties appeared at
the correct tine. The Assistant Registrar
MIlicent Geen-Wight read the Registrar's
Report. The chall enger agreed with the findings.
The candi date objected to the findings. He argued
that the National Voting R ghts Act -- and he
just kept repeating 42 U . S.C. 1973gg, put the
burden on the Board of Elections to correct the
addresses of the signers of his petition. He
argued that we should have gi ven them notice and

that they should have had until 21 days before

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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the election to correct their signatures. That
was the nmain point of his argunent.

He was infornmed at the tine that even
if we gave himcredit for all 162 of those
signatures, that is everyone whose address was
registered at a different address in the sane
jurisdiction, it would only bring himup to 445
signatures, still leaving himb55 short of the
requi red 500. Nonethel ess, he wanted to proceed
to a Board hearing.

M5. STROUD: Thank you. So it
appears based on the Registrar's finding that the
candidate is below the mninmm nunber of
signatures required for ballot access by 217
signatures. At this tine, we'll hear fromthe
chal | enger.

MR. STREGE: | have nothing to add to
the Registrar's Report. And yeah, that's also
pretty nmuch what happened at the pre-hearing, so
| have nothing to add.

M5. STROUD: Thank you. W have

anot her individual that has |ogged into the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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12
neeting and | just want to determ ne whet her or
not the individual is Doc Adans. Oh, that's not.
kay. Ckay, so based upon the report of the
Regi strar of Voters and there being no basis upon
which to find that the petition has the m ni num
nunber required for ballot access, it would be
the recommendation of the Ofice of General
Counsel that the challenge be upheld and that the
candi date be deni ed ballot access. And so at
this tinme, if the Board has a notion regarding
whet her or not -- or if you have any questions
for parties, we can discuss at this tine.

CHAIR THOMPSON: Yes, the Chair so
nmoves to uphold the chall enge and deny the
candi dat e bal | ot access.

M5. STROUD: Ckay.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: | second.

M5. STROUD: Ckay, so we'll take a
roll call vote.

M. Chair?

CHAI R THOMPSON:  Aye.

MS. STROUD: Menmber G eenfiel d?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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13

MEMBER GREENFI ELD.  Aye.

M5. STROUD: And with that, the Board
noves to uphold the challenge filed by Brian
Strege to the nomnating petition submtted by
Doc Adanms in support of his candidacy to fill the
vacancy in the Ofice of Ward 8 nmenber of the
Council in the July 15, 2025, election. That
means that the candi date, Doc Adans, will not
appear on the ballot in the election at issue.
And with that, we have nothing further before the
Boar d.

CHAI R THOWSON: Ckay, well, thank
you so much, everybody. And | hope everybody has
a great day and with that, | nove that we
adj our n.

M5. STROUD: |'msorry. Thank you.

A witten order wll follow and the chall enge --
or the candidate will have three days fromtoday
to appeal the Board's decision to the D.C. Court
of Appeals. So the deadline for that would be

Monday, WMay 19th is the day by which the

candi date woul d have to seek appeal -- review of

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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14

the Board's decision in the D.C. Court of Appeals
because the deci sion was announced today. Ckay,
t hank you.

CHAIR THOMPSON: And with that, |
nove to adj ourn.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: And | second.

CHAIR THOMPSON: Al in favor?

MEMBER GREENFI ELD.  Aye.

CHAl R THOMPSON:  Aye.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Ckay. Have a
good day.

CHAI R THOMPSON: Al |l right.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter

went off the record at 9:48 a.m)

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
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CERTI FI CATE
This is to certify that the foregoing transcript
was duly recorded and accurately transcri bed
under ny direction; further, that said transcript
Is a true and accurate record of the proceedi ngs;
and that | am neither counsel for, related to,
nor enployed by any of the parties to this action
In which this matter was taken; and further that
| amnot a relative nor an enpl oyee of any of the
parties nor counsel enployed by the parties, and
| amnot financially or otherwise interested in

t he outcone of the action.

Cristina Allegra Chilstrom

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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