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P-ROGCEEDI-NGS
(10:33 a.m)

CHAIR THOMPSON: Al right. Good norning,
everybody. Happy Septenber. W are in the work
cal endar now. | hope everybody had a good
August - raybe sone vacations. M nane is @Gry
Thonpson, the chair of the D.C. Board of El ections,
and with us today is ny fell ow Board nenber, Karen
Greenfield, which nmeans we have a quorum First
thing we do is adopt our agenda, which we’ve both
had a chance to ook at. At this tinme, | would nove
that we follow that agenda.

VMEMBER GREENFI ELD: And | second.

CHAIR THOMPSON: Ckay. Al in favor?
Aye.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD.  Aye.

CHAI R THOMPSON: Li kew se, we both revi ewed
the mnutes fromour |ast neeting of August 7th.
At this time, |I'd nove that we adopt those m nutes.

VMEMBER GREENFI ELD:  And | second.

CHAIR THOMWPSON: All in favor? Aye.

VMEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Aye.
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CHAI R THOMPSON: Ckay. Qur first order
of business is to have the report from our Executive
Di rector, Monica Evans.

M5. EVANS: Thank you. And this is the
Executive Director's Report for August 2025.

As far as August engagenents, from August
20t h through August 22nd, | attended the 40th Annual
Nati onal Election Center Conference in Salt Lake
Cty, Uah. As a nenber of the Standards of Conduct
Advi sory Board, | participated in the ethics and
practice panel. Qur other workshop topics included
security and technol ogy, communications and
outreach, and studies, reports, and policy.

| am al so happy to report that during the
conference, Shawn Fagan, our |T director, received
his Certified Elections Registration
Adm ni strator, or CERA, certification, which is the
nation's first professional certification program
for election and voter registration professionals.

Voter registration rolls. |In August, we
regi stered 2,949 new voters and processed 3, 709

regi stration changes. 1In total, we prepared 6, 658
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voter registration cards to be nmuil ed.
Additionally, 70 registered voters noved

out of D.C., 165 voters canceled their D.C

regi strations and registered with ot her

jurisdictions, and 976 voters registered in D.C

after canceling their registrations in other

st at es.

Online voter registration. W are
continuing to register voters using our website
portal. To date, we have processed over 99, 460
applications using the portal. These include new
voter registrations and updates to existing
registrations. Total non-citizen registration
remains at 980. In August, we registered siXx new
non-citizen voters. Sone non-citizens have been
renoved fromthe registry due to our I|ist
mai nt enance efforts. W are continui ng our
outreach in D.C. communities to share information.

2026 el ection cycle planning. As
previously nentioned, we are working with our voter
regi stration vendor to inplenent the requirenents

of the new Automatic Voter Registration Expansion
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Act, and that goes into effect on Cctober 1. W
are finalizing informational mailers and mail
bal | ot instructions that will go to individuals
pl aced on a pending voter list as a result of
visiting the DW. W are also nonitoring pending
federal l|egislation and information on the federal
| evel . Legislation to repeal the Local Resident
Voting R ghts Arendnent Act. The House has passed
| egi slation, and a Senate bill has been introduced.
Mai | canvass and |ist maintenance. W are
actively engaged in list maintenance to ensure the
accuracy and integrity of the voter registration
dat abase. This ongoing effort is critical to
keeping the voter registration database accurate
and includes identifying and updating records for
voters who have noved out of the District of
Col unbi a, voters who have changed addresses within
D.C., duplicate registrations, and deceased
i ndividuals. As part of our biennial canvass, we
sent two rounds of mailers to nmake sure the voter
registration records are accurate. During the

first canvass mail er, 153,407 non-forwardabl e
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mai l ers were sent to voters who did not participate
in the 2024 general elections. The responses
I ncl uded 2, 788 voters who confirned their addresses
by mail, 2,869 voters reporting noving within D.C.,
7,622 voters who noved out of D.C., 216 voters
Identified as deceased, 3,639 mailers |abel ed

"Return to Sender," and 11,819 nmailers returned as
undel i ver abl e.

The second canvass nmailer was sent to
21,983 voters who did not respond to the initial
mailer. Fromthis group, the returned nailers
I ncl uded 439 address confirmations by mail, 35
voters who noved within D.C., 124 voters who noved
out of D.C., 29 voters identified as deceased, 1,652
mai l ers | abeled "Return to Sender," and 4, 646
mai |l ers returned as undeliverabl e.

Annual cybersecurity awareness training.

OCTO has officially launched a new nmandatory

cybersecurity canpaign. This canpai gn consists of
a self-paced training nodul e designed to reinforce

essential cybersecurity practices. The canpaign

ki cked off on Tuesday, July 22nd, and will run
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t hrough Septenber 22nd, 2025. All enpl oyees are
required to conplete the training within this
timeframe to ensure ongoi ng awar eness and
conpliance with cybersecurity protocols.

Qur current threat |andscape. There are
no high-severity threats targeting our election
infrastructure at this tinme. And ongoing
nmonitoring has flagged i ncreased phishing attenpts
targeted at staff email accounts. This is being
addressed t hrough awareness training and inproved
emai | security, which will block or quarantine
suspi ci ous nessages before they reach inboxes.

M5-1 SAC and | SAC. W have joined the
M5-1 SAC which is the Miulti-State Information
Sharing and Anal ysis Center Menbership Program
This has transitioned to a paid nodel because of
cuts to federal funding. This nenbership enhances
our cybersecurity efforts by providing tinely
threat information, access to best practices, and
opportunities to coll aborate with other state and
| ocal governnent entities.

Vot er participation case activity. W
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are actively working wwth ERI C nenber states to
review cases and identify any potential instances
of voters casting nmultiple ballots in the District
and another jurisdiction or on behalf of a deceased
I ndi vi dual during the 2024 general election. This
review is part of our ongoing efforts to safeguard
el ection integrity and ensure that all votes cast
are valid. W are currently review ng 144 fl agged
cases. O these, approxinmately 19 cases across 16
states have been referred to the general counsel
for further investigation.

Vot er education and outreach. During the
nmont h of August, the Voter Education and Qutreach
division participated in 14 events on behalf of the
agency. These events included a back-to-school
bar becue at the University of the D strict of
Col unbi a and back-to-school orientations at Cesar
Chavez Public Charter School.

El ecti on Worker Division. The Election
Worker Division is processing all election worker
applications that have been received through our

website or outreach events. The El ecti on WrKker
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10
Division is working with our vendor, VR Systens,
on enhancenents to our Election Wrker portal. The
di vision are wwapping up efforts related to the Ward
8 special election. Al election worker stipends
for the Ward 8 special election have been mail ed
to election workers, in-person ballots for the
post-el ection audit have been boxed, seal ed, and
returned to the Operations Center vault for
security. The division also tested a new payroll
process during the special election. W are
exam ning the results and will create a new standard
operating procedure to reflect any changes.
Finally the division is making revisions to the
El ecti on Worker Operations Manual for the upcom ng
2026 primary el ection.

ANC vacancies. W currently have 15
active ANC vacancies for the 2025-2026 term These
positions are in different stages of being fill ed.

After candidate filing requests are net, an open
vote of registered voters of the affected SVMD w | |
be held during regularly schedul ed ANC neeti ngs.

There have been vacancy information pickups have
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occurred for SMDs 4A06, 5D01, and 7EO7.

Ward 8 Special Election on August 8th,
2025. DCBCE held a special board neeting to certify
the July 15th Ward 8 special election results.
Trayon Wiite, Sr., was certified as the w nner.

And that concl udes ny report.

CHAI R THOWPSON:  Thanks very nmuch. Wth
that we’ll nove on to the CGeneral Counsel's report,
Terry Stroud.

M5. STROUD. Good norning, everyone. The
first itemon ny agenda is the issuance of a petition
I n support of Initiative Measure Nunmber 84, the Tinme
Stability Act of 2025. | amtrying to determ ne
whet her Daniel Bernier who is the proposer of the
nmeasure, i S present.

| f you could do a search for B-E-R NI-E-R?

PARTI Cl PANT:  Nope.

M5. STROUD: Let's just scroll the list.

There's a tel ephone nunber, | believe.

PARTI Cl PANT: Yes, there is a tel ephone

nunber. Wat do you want ne to do?

M5. STROUD: |s the person that is using
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12

a cell tel ephone nunber 732, are you M. Bernier?

PARTI Cl PANT: It's not that.

CHAIR THOMPSON: |s anyone here on behal f
of the proposer of Voter Initiative Nunber 847? |f
so, just raise your Zoom hand.

PARTI CI PANT: They nove to the top -- so
there's nobody. Ckay.

M5. STROUD: As it appears M. Bernier is
not present, we will not proceed with this matter,
as it does require that the proposer fornmally adopt
the petition as their own during a public neeting.

And so in the absence of M. Bernier, we wll not
proceed with this matter. And we shall revisit this
in a manner that the Board sees fit.

Just for the record, with respect to this
matter, the Board fornul ated the | anguage for the
nmeasure, which was approved as a proper subject on
Monday, June 9th. The formnul ati ons were published
in the D.C. Register on Friday, August 15th, for
a ten-day review period during which any registered
voter could challenge the Board's fornulations in

the D.C. Superior Court. That review period ended
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on Monday, August 25th, with no challenges fil ed.

Accordingly, the fornul ations as they appeared in
the D.C. Register are deened approved by the Board
and certified. So we wll revisit this matter again
as the Board sees fit.

The next itemon ny agenda is litigation
status. The first matter is Stacia Hall versus the
Board. This is an appeal fromthe U S. District
Court's denial of a challenge to |egislation
al l owi ng noncitizens to vote in |local elections.

On August 7th, the parties filed a joint status
report. Based on that report, the court ordered
that the defendant's renewed notion to dism ss be
filed by Septenber 26th, the plaintiff's opposition
be filed by October 31st, and the defendant's reply
be filed by Novenber 21st. That's in the U S.

Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit.

The next matter is Charles WIson versus
Muri el Bowser, et al., including the Board, which
isin D.C Superior Court. This is a remand from
the D.C. Court of Appeals of a challenge to both

the Board's finding that Initiative Measure Nunber
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83 net proper subject requirenents and its
formul ati ons for the nmeasure. The Court of Appeals
di sagreed with the Superior Court decision that the
case was untinely filed, because it was submtted
before the ten-day statutory period for judicial
review. On April 8th, the Board filed a notion to
dismss. A status hearing wll take place on

Sept enber 22nd.

The next matter is Long versus the Board

of Elections, et al., that’s in D.C Superior Court.
Thi s case, which was brought back fromthe U S.
District Court to the D.C. Superior Court, is a case
that Plaintiff Long resubmtted in the D.C. Superior
Court after it was previously dism ssed w thout
prejudice. M. Long seeks $10,000 in damages for

an overdraft fee caused by a stop paynent on a $500
check issued for his service as an el ection worker.,
To date, the Superior Court has not docketed any
activity.

The next matter, Sobin versus Board of
El ections, et al., whichis inthe US. Dstrict

Court. This matter concerns a conplaint in the U S.
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District Court for D.C. in which the plaintiff

al l eges that the Board's petition circulation
process, requiring candi dates to gather signatures,
violates the Anericans with Disabilities Act and
an Advi sory Nei ghbor hood Commi ssion election to be
held in his single-nmenber district is illegal.
There has been no activity docketed in this case
to date.

On Muhammed -- the | ast case is Muhamed
versus Board of Elections. That's in the DC Court
of Appeals. This matter involves a petition filed
by petitioner Muhanmmed for review of a Board
enforcenent order inposing a $150 civil fine agai nst
her because she failed to personally wtness
signatures on a nomnating petition that she
submtted to the Board. On August 8th, the
petitioner filed her brief. The Board filed its
brief on August 26th, along with a notion to strike
an extra-record affidavit filed by the petitioner.

That concludes the litigation status portion of
my report as well as ny report inits entirety.

CHAIR THOMPSON:  All right. Thanks very
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much. A little shorter than we thought it was going

to be because of the absence of the proposer. So,
with that, we will nove on to the Canpai gn Fi nance
Report wth General Counsel, WIIiam Sanford.

MR, SANFORD: Good norning, M. Chairnman
and di stingui shed Board Menber Greenfield. During
the nonth of August, the Ofice of Canpaign Finance
participated in several outreach events, which
i ncl uded the foll ow ng:

On August 7th, the O fice of Canpaign
Fi nance provided a virtual training session.
Menbers of the public shared information regarding
an introduction to the Fair Elections program and
all other canpaign finance prograns with the
attendees. Al so on August 7th, the Ofice of
Canpai gn Fi nance joined other district agencies and
organi zations in participating in the Annual
Back-t o- School Resource Fair held at the
Bel | evue/ Wl Iliam O Lockridge Nei ghborhood
Li brary.

On August 9th, the O fice of Canpaign

Fi nance joined other district agencies and
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17
organi zations in participating in the
Back-t o- School Resource Fair held at the George
Ferris Boys and Grls Club in the Petworth
nei ghborhood. And, finally, on August 20th, the
O fice of Canpaign Finance held an information
session for the public in partnership with the DC
Public Libraries at the Wodridge Nei ghborhood
Li brary.
In the Fair Elections Division, there was
one candidate certified for the programfor the 2026
el ection. That candidate is Brian Footer, a
candi date for WVard 1. M. Footer was certified to
receive the first half of the base anmount of $20, 000
and $43,000 in matching funds as of August 12, 2025.
There was one prelimnary audit finding
I ssued for the 2025 special election in Ward 8, and
that was issued to Friends of Salim Adofo, Principal
Canpai gn Commttee. The statenent of findings was
I ssued on August 12, 2025.
Two new candi dates registered for the 2026
el ection, and they both registered in August. The

first candidate was Aparna Raj, Ward 1 candi dat e,
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regi stered on the 11th of August, 2025, and the
second candidate to register was Brian Schwal b,
candi date for Attorney General, registered on 28th
of August, 2025.

In the Reports, Analysis, and Audit
Di vi sion, that division conducted 95 desk reviews
during the nonth of August.

In the General Counsel's division, during
t he nmonth of August 2025, the Ofice of the General
Counsel received 22 referrals, conpleted five
I nformal hearings, and issued seven orders in which
no fines were inposed. In August 2025, the Ofice
of the General Counsel opened one new investigation.
That docket nunber is OCFFI 2025001. The
conpl ai nant was Sean Metcal f, Managing Director of
Uni versal Media Limted. The matter was docketed
on August 5th, 2025. The respondent is Tracey
Lucas, and the Tracey Lucas for Mayor of DC Princi pal
Canmpaign. The allegation in the conplaint was
fal se canpaign finance filing, and that matter is
currently pendi ng.

During the nonth of August, there were no

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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requests for interpretive opinions, no show cause
proceedi ngs were conducted. And that concl udes the
O fice of Canpaign Finance report, the contents of
which will be published on the O fice of Canpaign
Fi nance website in the Data and Reports section by
cl ose of business on today's date, the 3rd of
Sept enber, 2025.

CHAI R THOMPSON: Al right. Thank you.
Well, that brings us to public coment. So for
those who are out there on Zoom please raise your
hand, and we'll be happy to call on you. W ask
you to keep your comments to about three m nutes,
if you can. And it |ooks |ike we have one hand
raised by Brian Strege. | wll unnute you.

MR, STREGE: Hey, everybody. Can you
hear ne?

CHAI R THOMPSON: We can.

MR. STREGE: Ckay, great. Sorry, ny
I nternet connection was acting up a bit. Yeah, |
have a qui ck question. Sonme of you m ght know, |
amBrian Strege. | am an ANC Commi ssioner here in

Navy Yard. | was also on the steering commttee
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for the I-83 canpaign, but ny question is rel ated
to the petition issuance and proper subject natter
determ nati on process for |-84,

So if you'll indulge ne here for a second,
back to Initiative 83, the fornulation of the
| egislative text itself was before ny tine on that
canpai gn, but it included a
Subj ect-to-Appropriations clause since it may have
wound up, | guess, forcing the Council's hand by
sone interpretations of sonething that woul d cost
noney. | know there was a FIS for Initiative 83,
and it was somewhere in the order of $1.5 million.

| see that thereis a FIS for Initiative
84 that is about ten times that much, $16-sonet hing
mllion, yet it did not include a
Subj ect -t o- Appropri ations clause even though it
seens that this too will require Council to
appropriate funds to inplenent, should it pass.
| " mwondering if sonmeone can succinctly explain to
me what the difference is between [-83 and |- 84.
Way did I-83 require a Subject-to-Appropriations

cl ause, but 1-84 did not?
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M5. EVANS: 1-83 did not require a
Subj ect -t o- Appropriations clause. It was included
at the discretion of the proposer. And this -- the

fiscal inpact statenment, the way that the process
for processing initiatives cones up, is that a
neasure is determned to be a proper subject, and
then the FIS cones fromthe Ofice of the Chief
Fi nancial O ficer,

MR, STREGE: Ckay. So the FI'S cones after
proper subject determ nati on.

M5. EVANS: Yes. |It's provided by -- we
request it once the matter is determned to be a
pr oper subj ect.

MR, STREGE: Ckay. Interesting. |
guess the foll owup, what woul d prevent soneone from
| aunchi ng another initiative than just to repeal
the subject to appropriations designation for
Initiative 83? | guess | amfailing to see the
di fference between -84 sailing through, even
t hough it would cost $16 mllion dollars, and
Initiative 83 getting tripped up on 1.5.

M5. EVANS: Well, it's a prospective
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fiscal inpact that is at play with the Initiative
84. The Council -- it in no way mandates that the
Counci|l spend the noney that it would cost. There
is no forcing of the Council's hand.

MR. STREGE: Is there not? | nean, it
mandat es sonething that the FIS then says costs
noney. It says sonething along the |ines, "shall
adopt permanent standard tinme." | am as surprised,
as | think everybody else is, that the FI S was
nonzero. | would assune that | ocking the clock
woul dn't cost anything, but it seens that it woul d.

So, I don't know. | guess | amfailing to
understand if this would require sonething that
costs noney, howis that not forcing the
appropriation?

M5. EVANS: And just quickly, | nean, |
think it's always subject to appropriation, and so
it was ny understanding with 1-83 that, out of an
abundance of caution and to keep the neasure noving
forward, the | anguage was agreed to be included so
that it was clear that that was part of the process.

But Subject to appropriation, even absent that
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| anguage for -84, is still subject to
appropri ation.

MR STREGE: Ckay.

CHAIR THOMPSON: |Is the tinme to chall enge
past on the --

MS. EVANS: Yes.

CHAI R THOMPSON: On the subject matter
determ nation. So we're kind of revisiting an
I ssue that has al ready sail ed by.

MR, STREGE: Yeah, it's nore of just a
process question. Again, the inclusion of the S2A
on 83 was before ny tinme, but |I'mjust kind of
wonderi ng, seeing what happened with 84, if there
could -- I"'msure you're aware, Council chose to
fund half of initiative 83 but not the other half.

So |I' mwonderi ng what woul d stop soneone from
trying to create in initiative 85 that sinply
repeal s the Subject-to-Appropriations to kind of
force the other half to be adopt ed.

CHAIR THOMWPSON:  Well, | don't know if we
can conment on that, but | nean these initiatives

that are proposed can frequently require

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

24

appropriations by their expressed terns -- you know
build a stadium provide benefits -- so those are
easy ones. Oherw se, they nmay propose things that
don't expressly really require any appropriation
at all, but nevertheless m ght have a consequenti al
financial inpact, and at the tinme we |ooked at 1-84
there was no indication fromthe FIS so | nean --

MR, STREGE: Has been any di scussi on of
trying to require the FIS before proper subject
matter? Because | |ooked back for 82 and that FI' S
said funds were sufficient, so that kind of nade
sense to ne that, okay. Yeah, that doesn't require
appropriations because funds are sufficient. But
the FIS for both 83 and 84 said funds were
insufficient so | kind of thought that would be the
trigger, but | guess not. |'mwondering if anyone
has ever raised the question of having the FIS
requi red before proper subject matter?

M5. EVANS: |'m not sure whether the
Counci | has considered that question. | know that
they're always |looking at the initiative process

to see whet her changes could or should be nmade so,
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but that's not sonething that the Board has engaged
In conversation wth the Council about.

MR, STREGE: CGot it. Ckay. Thanks very
much.

CHAI R THOMWPSON: Ckay. Does anyone el se

have a Zoom hand rai sed? Pretty |ight neeting today.

And | don't see another Zoom hand raised. So |
think wwth that, I'd like to thank everybody for
attending and I woul d nove that we adjourn.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: And | second.
CHAIR THOMPSON: Great. Al in favor?
Aye.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Aye.

25

(Wher eupon, the above entitled matter went

off the record at 11:01 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript
was duly recorded and accurately transcribed under
my direction; further, that said transcript is a
true and accurate record of the proceedi ngs; and
that I amneither counsel for, related to, nor

enpl oyed by any of the parties to this action in
which this matter was taken; and further that | am
not a relative nor an enployee of any of the parties
nor counsel enployed by the parties, and I am not
financially or otherwise interested in the outcone

of the acti on.
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