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Ranked 
Choice 
Voting  
in DC
Visit our 
website 
to learn 
more!

Ranked choice voting (RCV) is a voting method that allows voters to  
rank candidates in order of their preference. In DC, RCV is used in eligible 
contests with three (3) or more candidates, and voters may rank up to  
five (5) candidates, including write-in candidates. RCV allows your vote  
to count towards another candidate if your first-choice candidate does  
not receive enough votes.

Visit www.dcboe.org/RCV for interactive tools, practice ballots, and  
additional information about RCV. You can also attend voter outreach  
events and visit DC Board of Elections (DCBOE) for hands-on practice. 

For more information, call DCBOE at (202) 727-2525 
or email rcv@dcboe.org.
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How to Fill Out Your Ballot
Select your first-choice candidate by completely filling in the oval next to their name 
under the first column. If you have a second-choice candidate, fill in the oval next  
to their name under the second column. You can continue until you rank up to  
five (5) candidates.

What You Should Know About Ranking Candidates:	
H 	You do not have to rank all five (5) candidates.
H 	You can still vote for just one candidate and leave the other columns blank. 
H 	Ranking other candidates does not harm your first choice.
H 	You can only choose one candidate for each column.
H 	You cannot rank the same candidate more than once.
H 	You should not skip rankings (i.e., rank first and third, but skip second).

Two consecutive skipped rankings will make that contest inactive at the 
	 point of the two consecutive skips.
H 	If a person you would like to vote for is not on the ballot, you can write them 

in and rank them.

Find sample and interactive ballots at www.dcboe.org/rcv.

d sample and interactive 
llots at www.dcboe.org/rcv.
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