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P-ROGCEEDI-NGS

(10: 02 a.m)

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Good norni ng.

It is Thursday, August 28, 2014. The tine is
10:04 a.m This is a Special Board Meeting to
conduct petition nom nating chall enge
hearings. |'m Deborah K. Nichols, Chairman of
t he Board.

Wth me this norning on the dais
is M. Kenneth McGhie, the Board's General
Counsel. W are at 441 4th Street, Room 280
Nort h.

W will -- our first case for this
norning is the challenge to the nom nating
petition of M. D okham Candidate for Myor
for the District of Colunbia.

M. D okham would you cone
forward?

Who is the chal |l enger?

MR, MCGHI E: M. Ben Foshager.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: M. Foshager,

pl ease cone forward. Have a seat here.
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M5. HAM LTON: H, nadam and sir.

"' m Rhonda Ham I ton, Chief of Staff, sitting
on behal f of --

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. W'l get
you to identify yourself for the record in
just a second.

Al right. Oay. Now, would the
representative for the candidate identify
t hensel ves for the record? And, then we wll
have the chall enger identify thensel ves for
t he record.

M5. HAM LTON: Yes, ma'am Good
nmorning. |'m Rhonda Ham lton, and | amthe
chief of staff for M. Nestor D okhamlis 2014
canpai gn.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay.

Yes, sir, and please identify
yourself for the record.

MR, FOSHAGER: Chal | enger, Ben
Foshager, for -- in the District.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right.

Madam Regi strar, would you pl ease

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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read into the record your findings fromthe
chal | enge.
MS. BROOKS: On August 6, 2014,
Nest or O okham submtted a nom nating petition
to appear on the ballot as a candidate in the
Novenber 4, 2014, General Election for the
O fice of Mayor of the District of Col unbia.
That petition was posted for public inspection
for ten days as required by |aw and chal | enged
on August 16, 2014, by Ben Foshager, a
regi stered voter in the District of Col unbia.
My prelimnary review of the
petition challenged indicates that M. [ okham
submtted a total of 3,213 signatures. The
m ni mum requi rement to obtain ballot access
for this office is 3,000 signatures.
Chal | enger, Ben Foshager, filed
chall enges to a total of 229 signatures
enunerated by |ine and page nunber on
I ndi vi dual chal l enge sheets filed for each
petition page. Petition signhatures were

chal l enged pursuant to Title 3, DCVR, Section

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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1607.1 of the Board's Regulation on the

foll om ng grounds:

The signer's voter registration
was designated as inactive on the voter roll
at the tine the petition was signed; the
signer is not a duly registered voter; the
signer, according to the Board's records, is
not registered to vote at the address listed
on the petition at the tine the petition was
signed; provide that the address on the
petition, which is found -- which is different
than the address which appears on the Board's
records shall be deened valid if the signer's
current address is within the boundary for
whi ch the candi date's nom nation and the
signer filed a change of address formwth the
Board during the first ten days fromthe date
on which the challenger's nom nating petition
was fil ed.

The petition does not include the
address of the signer; the petition does not

I ncl ude the nane of the signer where the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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signature is not sufficiently |egible for
identification; the signature is not nade by
a person whose signature it's supposed to be.

And, ny review of the chall enge
I ndicates that a total of 213 of 229
chal l enges are valid. This |eads the
candi date's nom nated petition wth 3,000
signatures, the required nunber of valid
signatures for ballot assess.

The Registrar of Voters received
12 change of address forns for M. D okham
After validating six of the address changes
and given credit to one that had been
initially determned invalid, the candi date
now has a nom nated petition for 3,007 valid
signatures. M. D okham now has a total of
seven valid signhatures nore than the said
3,000 signatures required for ball ot access.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right.

MR MCGH E: Al right. The

candi date review the findings in the Registrar

of Voters?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MS. HAM LTON: W di d.

MR MCGH E: Ckay. And, the
chal l enger, | believe, you' re taking exception
to our findings?

MR, FOSHAGER Yes, | am

MR MCGH E: Ckay, so --

MR, FOSHAGER: Now, are you -- are
you speaking with regard to the address

changes or the initial findings or both or

any?
MR, MCGHI E: Both, everything.
MR FOSHAGER: Ckay, yes, with
both. For -- in the initial petitions |'m

taki ng exception with --

MR MCGH E: Ckay. Well, you have
t he burden of proof, so which signatures are
you taki ng exception to?

MR, FOSHAGER First one, sheet 7
of 11 in the supplenentals, |ine nunber 15.
The printed nane is not --

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Hol d on a

second. W got to find -- it's going to take

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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us a second to -- 7 of 11.

MR MCGHI E: Sheet 7 of 11. \What
nunber ?

MR, FOSHAGER: Li ne nunber 15.
And, ny issue is that the printed nane is not
the clained individual. The printed nane is
I ndeci pherable and il egi bl e.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right. \What
IS your next objection? Wit, wait, wait.
Hol d on a second.

You say 15.

MR, FOSHAGER That one, |ine 15.

CHAl RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. Yes,
okay. What is your next? |'mnot going to
sit here and rule on these.

MR, FOSHAGER (kay.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: W wil |l take
t hem under consi deration, but what evidence do
you have that it is not the actual signature?
You know, because what we're doing -- what we
end up doing is hearing the sane argunent that

you made at the pre-hearing, but you have to

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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cone up wth sone evidence, but we -- but we
will look at it. We will look at it.

MR FOSHAGER Yes. Well, |
di sagree with the argunent nade.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. Al
right. We will ook at that.

MR, FOSHAGER | disagree with
their argunents. Yes, |'mnot objecting to
the signature. WIlIl, yes, that's why I'm
objecting to the signature because that's
illegible. Now, |'mgoing to the nane, which
Is also illegible.

CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: ||l egi bl e, okay.
Al right.

MR, FOSHAGER And, | nean, | have
sone, sone other -- | mean, sone backup, I|ike
| can direct you to sheet 4 of 150 --

MR MCGH E: 4 of 1507

MR FOSHAGER: 4 of 150, line 11
just to kind of frame this. That one was
ruled illegible when sone of the address was

| egi bl e and maybe sone of the nane was

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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| egible, but the first letter of the first

name, for exanple, and perhaps the first
letter of the last nanme, but it was rul ed
illegible.

CHAI RMAN NI CHCOLS: Whi ch nunber ?
Which line is that?

MR, FOSHAGER That's line 11 on --

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: El even.

MR, FOSHAGER: -- sheet 4 of 150.

CHAl RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay.

MR. MCGANN: For the record,
Rudol ph McGann, Staff Attorney. That
chal l enge went in the candidate's favor -- |
mean, the chall enger's favor.

CHAl RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay, so --

MR. MCGANN: And the challenger is
illustrating the --

MR, MCGHI E: So, he's not -- he's
not chal |l engi ng that signature?

MR. MCGANN:. He's not chall engi ng.
He's using that as for a reference --

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Well, let's

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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stick to the ones -- no. Let's stick to the
ones that you have an issue wth.

MR, FOSHAGER: kay. Well, that --
that is the one | have an issue with. That's
under |ine 15.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: 4 of 115 --

MR, FOSHAGER As | said --

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. So, what
were you saying about this one?

MR, FOSHAGER Well, |'m saying
that's -- that was ruled illegible when sone

of the address is |egible and maybe sone of

the nanme, sonme of the nane is legible. [|'m
creating a parallel, like that was one rul ed
i1l egible.

CHAI RMAN NI CHCOLS: Ckay.

MR, FOSHAGER That one went in ny
favor, but nunber 15 did not --

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: | got you.

MR. FOSHACER: -- when both | see
are definitely illegible. And, | nean, |

don't know, do you junp to the address and --

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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I nmean, do you |look at the first nane and say,
“"Oh, well?" Do you create a theory?

| nmean, | think, when you, you
kind of go that route, it's just raising a
subjectivity and, "Ch, let ne see if we can
| ook up the address, and then, okay, we have
the first name -- we have the first nane, then
maybe you have the | ast nanme, maybe | can
see..." | don't think you can, you can do
t hat .

| think you have to | ook at the
nanmes itself and say, "Can | read that nane?"
And, clearly, in the one that was ruled
il1legible, you can't read the nanme, which is
the sane case in line nunber 15, which you

said was a particular individual and |I'm

arguing it's not because | -- those letters,
| cannot -- are illegible. | cannot make
t hose out.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Okay.
MR FOSHAGER: Ckay. Going to the

next one, sheet 6 of 150, |ine nunber 14.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Again, the printed nane cannot be sure to be
this individual that's -- to be this

i ndividual with only a letter for the first
nanme, and it's -- | nean, | can nmake out, |ike
it looks like a first, first letter for the
first nane, but then, | nean, the last nane is
I ndeci pherable, so | nean that's -- it's

I ndeci pher abl e.

| mean, you can't -- if -- okay.
If we can nmake out the first letter, the first
name, we can't say, "Oh, okay, that nust be
this person," because there could be several
wth the first letter of the first nane
residing at that address with, with that | ast
name, but with the [ast nanme that you, you
claimto be, but I"'mchallenging it to be
I ndeci pher abl e.

And, for sone evidence, sone case
for that, | would direct you to sheet 51 of
50, line nunber 4.

MR MCGH E: Is that a signature

that you're chall engi ng?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR FOSHAGER: No, that's just sone

backup for the nunber 14. You want that,
okay. Al right.

Next one is sheet 6 of 11,
suppl enental s, line nunber 14. | amcl ai m ng
that the printed nanme is not the clained
I ndi vidual , the individual that has been

clainmed, that it is indecipherable and

illegible.

| can -- | can |ike parse out the
first nanme, but the, like the last nane is
just -- | -- | can't -- | just can't like --
| can't agree that that is -- that the clainms
name -- it's just -- it's just not there.

And, like the -- the third letter is not
related to the one | see in the one you claim
it to be. And, | can -- | can direct you to
the original -- yes, to the, the sheets where
it is in fact where you rule on that.

MR MCGH E: Is that -- is that one
of the signatures you're challenging --

MR, FOSHAGER: Yes. Yes.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR MCGH E: -- that you're

directing us to?

MR. MCGANN:. For clarification, are
we referring to page 6, line 147

MR FOSHAGER Sheet 6 of 11, it's
in the supplenentals, |ine 14.

MR. MCGANN:. The nanme?

MR FOSHAGER That's what |'m
chall enging. Thereis -- | can't -- can't
tell you the nanme because it's indecipherable.
The third letter is not what is being clained.
If you -- if you want to go to --

CHAI RMAN NI CHCOLS: Brian Austin.

MR. FOSHAGER The third letter is
not -- that is not matching up.

CHAI RMAN NI CHCLS: Brian Austin.
Wll -- well -- okay, let's nove on.

MR, MCGANN. M. Brian Austin -- |
just -- going through the record --

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: W'l | check
t hat .

MR. MCGANN: This one right here,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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correct? Brian Austin.

MR FOSHAGER: Yes, right. | nean,
no, |I'mnot agreeing with you that -- it's
line 14, but |'mnot agreeing with you that
it's --

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: So which part of
this are you challenging? That's what | don't
understand. Are you challenging the printed
-- the printed thing or the signature?

MR FOSHAGER Both that neither --

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay.

MR. FOSHACER: Because the
signature is illegible, then, of course, we
have to junp to the nanme, okay, but on, you
know, 167.1(f), the petition does not include
the nanme of the signer where the signature is
not sufficiently legible for identification.

Ckay, the signature is not
sufficiently legible for identification and |
amclaimng that it does not include the nane.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay.

MR FOSHAGER: | -- that can't be

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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parsed out. Deciphered, yes.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. Al
right.

MR, FOSHAGER And, lastly, for
these is sheet 11 of 11, supplenentals, |ine
nunber 9. Again, the signature and nane are
illegible. Signature is illegible and --
again, | just can't agree that -- | just can't
see the nane there that they are claimng it
to be.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay.

MR, FOSHAGER And -- but that one
there is a signature card provided, and even
wth the signature card, | am-- |'mjust
claimng -- even with that, | don't see them
mat chi ng up, so --

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Oh, you have a
signature -- okay. Al right. W'IlIl take a
| ook at that.

MR, FOSHAGER: Ckay. And, then |
have sonme concerns wth the address changes

too. | don't know if you have a copy of

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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t hose.

MR MCGHI E: The address changes?

PARTI Cl PANT: Yes.

CHAl RVAN NI CHOLS: W do?

MR, FOSHAGER | don't know if | --

PARTI Cl PANT: You have them

CHAl RVAN FOSHAGER: |s that what
this is?

PARTI Cl PANT: Yes.

MR FOSHAGER: | don't know if they
need a copy.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. Yes, |

got it.

MR, FOSHAGER Yes, | -- | | ooked
at themyesterday and -- and on -- | saw 12
that were given to ne late -- that | read late

af t ernoon yesterday, and on 11 out of 12 of
them the -- these individuals did not affirm
that they are District residents, which you
can see in box 13 of the Voter Registration
application.

They affirnmed that they're U S

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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citizens. You know, the instructions on the
voter declaration, "Read, check, and sign
below. | swear or affirmthat | amU. S
citizen; | live in the District of Colunbia at
t he address nunber above; | amat |east 16
years old."

On 11 out of 12 of them only one
affirms that -- and that's Bernita G aham
2321 Hartford Street, S.E., Nunmber 1102. She
was the only one that affirnmed she lives in
the District of Colunbia at the address above
and that she is at |least 16 years old, so
that's actually what | have with the address
changes. And, | nean --

M5. HAMLTON: |'m prepared to go
on record and sign an affidavit that says |
physically visited these individuals, and in
the effort of collecting the data, if there
was an error in terns of them checking a box,
|'"mprepared to do an affidavit that says that
we physically visited each one of these

I ndi vidual s in these hones and put before them

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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t he understandi ng of why we woul d be there.

And, the only understanding for
these individuals that they were changi ng
their address to correct where they actually
are residing. In many of those cases, sir,
they did indicate that they had noved at | east
in that tinme and possibly hadn't taken care of
doing this, so if there is going to be a
technicality for in the effort of collecting
this data in the tine period that was given
| would be nore than happy to sign the
affidavit because | physically went out on
this data collecting effort as the chief of
staff of this canpaign. And, | hope that's --

MR, FOSHAGER Yes, | understand
that, but --

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: That's not a
basis for -- that's not a basis disallow ng
this anyway, so that would not be --

MR FOSHAGER: That they -- or they
-- that they didn't affirmthat --

CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: This was a

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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change of address, so at sone point, that has
been confirnmed because they are already
regi stered voters in the District, and we have
a rigorous confirmation process for voters who
register here in the District. They are
sinply saying that they nove from address A
within the District to address B wthin the
District.

So -- but that's neither here or
there. That's just a technicality.

MR, FOSHAGER | don't -- | don't
t hi nk so.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Wl |, okay, M.

MR, FOSHAGER Because why -- why
is it included in the application then?

CHAI RMAN NI CHCOLS: Yes, well --

MR, FOSHAGER | nean, why don't
you just -- if it's just a technicality.

CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: Well, sir.
Well, then why wouldn't they offer it to -- 16

years old --

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 23
MR. FOSHAGER: You'd have to ask

t hem

CHAl RMAN NI CHOLS: But that woul d
be just as if this is a disqualification --

MR, FOSHAGER: Yes, |I'm --

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: But anyway,

t hank you so much.

MR, FOSHAGER: Ckay.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Are there any
ot her argunents that you have? W'Il| take
this under advi senent and issue an order
accordingly, but thank you so nmuch --

MR. FOSHAGER: All right. Yes,
that's all.

CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: -- for bringing
these to our attention, and we do appreciate
it because we do have to mmintain the
integrity of these signatures that access to
t he ball ot.

MR. FOSHAGER | understand that,
but --

CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: And, there's

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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peopl e --

MR FOSHAGER: -- they did not
affirmthis --

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Yes, | got you.
I"mnot disputing that. |'mnot disputing
that. |'mthanking you for your service and
even, you know, review ng these nom nati ng
petitions --

MR FOSHAGER Well, I'ma
candi date nyself, so that's part of the -- |I'm
a candidate, so that's part of the --

CHAI RMAN NI CHCOLS: To us, to the
Board, but we do appreciate it. Thank you so
much.

MR, FOSHAGER (kay.

CHAI RMAN NI CHCOLS: Does the
candi date's counsel have anything to offer?

And, we woul d appreciate if you would do a

st at enent .

MS. HAMLTON: | sure wll. And,
l'"mnot adding that to the record. | don't
have anything else to offer. And, | would

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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also like to thank you. The last 48 hours
have been very challenging for nyself, but |
will definitely sign that affidavit.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Thank you so
much. Any other -- thank you so nuch.

M5. HAM LTON. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: This case is
conpl et ed.

W' || nove onto the next case,
which is the challenge two. GCkay, we'll
recess for a couple of mnutes to allow our
next parties cone.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled
matter went off the record at 10:24 a.m and
resuned at 10:35 a.m)

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right. W
will call to order the Special Meeting of the
Board of Elections to continue our hearing on
nom nating petition challenges. Again, it is
August 28, 2014. The tinme is 10:36 a.m

Qur next case is Green v. Gaston

Where's Ms. --

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR, MCGHI E: Brooks?

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Br ooks.

Al right, we have the candi date
and the chall enger before us. WII the
parties at the table identify thensel ves?
We'll start with the challenger, then go to
t he candi date, and the staff.

MR, GREEN: My nane is Anthony
Lorenzo G een.

MR, GASTON. Darrell Gaston

CHAI RMAN NI CHCOLS: Pl ease identify
yourself for the record?

M5. BROCKS: Karen Brooks,

Regi strar of Voters.

MR, MCGANN: Rudol ph McGann, Staff
Attorney for the Board.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right. M.
Green, you have -- Ms. Brooks, |I'msorry. M.
Brooks, would you read into the record your
findi ngs?

M5. BROCKS: Ckay. That's okay.

CHAIRVAN NI CHOLS: It only took ne

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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three words to realize | was going down the
wrong pat h.

M5. BROCKS: Ckay. On August 6,
2014, Darrell Gaston submtted nom nating
petition to appear on the ballot as a
candi date in the Novenmber 4, 2014, GCenera
El ection for the Ofice of Advisory
Nei ghbor hood Conmm ssi on, Single Menber
District 8B02. That petition was posted for
public inspection for ten days as required by
| aw, and chal | enged on August 16, 2014, by
Ant hony Lorenzo Green, a registered voter in
the District of Col unbi a.

My prelimnary review of petition
chal l enge indicates that M. Gaston subm tted
a total of 38 signatures. The m ni num
requirenment for this Ofice is 25 signatures
of the District voters who are duly registered
in the sane SMD as the candi dat e.

Chal | enger, Anthony Lorenzo G een,
filed challenges to a total 30 signatures

enunerated by |ine and page nunber on

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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I ndi vi dual chall enge sheets filed for each
petition page. Petition signhatures were
chal | enged pursuant to Title 3, DCVR, Section
1607.1 of the Board's Regul ations on the
foll om ng grounds:

The signer is not a duly
regi stered voter; the signer, according to the
Board's records, was not registered at the
address listed on the petition at the tine the
petition was signed; provided that the address
on the petition, which is different than the
address which appears on the Board's records,
shall be deened valid if the signer's current
address is within boundaries which the
candi dat e seeks nom nation; and the signer
filed a change of address formw th the Board
during the first ten days filing date on which
the chal l enger's nom nating petition was
filed.

The petition does not include the
nanme of the signer where the signature is not

sufficiently legible for identification; the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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signature i s not nmade by the person whose
signature it purports to be; and the signer is
not a registered voter in the Ward or Single
Menber District fromwhich the candi date seeks
nom nation at the tine the petition was

si gned.

My review of the chall enge
I ndicates that a total of 21 of 30 chall enges
are valid. This |eaves the candidate's
nom nated petition wth 17 signatures, 8
si gnatures bel ow the nunber required for
bal | ot assess.

The Regi strar of Voters received
two change of address forns -- two change of
address and five affidavits for M. Gaston.
After validating two change of addresses and
given credit for one that had been initially
determ ned to be invalid, if the five
affidavits are accepted, the candi date woul d
have a nom nated petition with 25 signatures,
val id signatures, the nunber required for

bal | ot access.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: Okay, so, M.

G een, what are -- what are your issues at
this point?

MR GREEN: My issues at this point
have to do with, for the affidavit that he
subm tted.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay.

MR. GREEN: They are Floretta
Car penter, Lequaci ous Wggins, Kinberly
Wat son, and El oi se Simmons. And, starting
wth Floretta Carpenter, and that's on --
that's on the petition sheet 1, line 16.

The signature on the petition and
the signature on a notarized letter, as |ong
as the signature on the voter records, it's
not mat chi ng.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: And, what
evi dence do you have on that?

MR MCGH E: What's the -- page
what ?

MR GREEN. Page 1, line 16. |If

you notice on the docunents that Ms. Brooks

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 31

pulled fromthe records in regards to the |ast
time Ms. Carpenter voted, which was on
Novenber 6, 2012, the signature is conpletely
different than the signature that's on this
notarized letter.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Wwell -- yes, so
do we have the registration card? Ch, no.

MR MCGH E: No, no, we got -- the
affidavits --

CHAl RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay.

MR, GREEN:. Ckay. Lequaci ous
W ggins, that conpletely does not nmatch the
signature on the petition. It |looks simlar

to the signature on the voter registration

MR MCGH E: What nunber is that?
MR GREEN: |'msorry.

MR, MCGANN:. Page 2, line 12.

MR, MCGHI E: Page 2, line 12?

MR. MCGANN: That's correct.

MR, GREEN: It looks simlar to
the voter registration, but when you | ook at

the petition itself, that's not the sane

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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person that signed this notarized letter or
register to vote. It's a conpletely different
person that signed this petition.

If this notarized letter is
accepted, it's really giving M. Gaston a do-
over on his 30 days to collect 25 valid
signatures because it appears that he actually
went back to that voter and got their
signature, but it's still not the sanme person
that signed that petition.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right.

MR, GREEN: The next one is
Ki nberly Watson, and that is page 2, line 17.

CHAl RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay.

MR GREEN: For Kinberly Watson,
her signature, it's not -- it's not simlar to
the letter of registration nane because of how
she's signing her Ks and her W. It's
conpletely different fromthe affidavit.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay.

MR, GREEN: And, El oise Simmons,

that is page 2, line 19, that signature does

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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not match the voter registration at all nor
does it match the petition. Just |ooks |ike
three different signatures.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al right.

MR MCGH E: So, it's those four?

MR, GREEN: That's correct.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Do you have
anything, M. Gaston?

MR, GASTON: O her than these
factitious statenents, a notarized letter
tends to be a | egal docunent that courts
accept. In order to have a notarized letter,
you nust present your actual |ID and you give
a statenent of the fact. And, a notarized
letter, if purged, can get you into -- can
convict you of falsifying a | egal docunent.

And, as it relates to Ms. Flo, M.
Flo did in fact, and if you were to give her
a call at the nunber on the notarized letter,
will contest to actually signing the petition
as it relates to himsaying that the F or the

nane doesn't, doesn't match.
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As you know, Madam Chair, when

you're collecting signatures and you're in
front of, i.e., a Safeway or a G ant, the
people normally want to get you out of your
face, so if you look at ny signature today and
my signature when | first signed two, three
years ago, updating ny address, ny Gs, which
are now in |lowercase, it's capitalized on the
Boar d.

M. Geen is fishing for anything,
anything to get ne off the ballot, and so when
you |l ook at, for exanple, if you | ook at, for
exanple, he didn't have an issue with M.
Eugene -- wth M. Eugene Robertson, which is
one of the notarized letters.

I f you ook at the |ast nane that,
on the top of that, and you | ook at the | ast
name where it say, "Print," those are two
different separate signatures on the notarized
letter, two different signatures, so why was
M. Geen not fishing about -- about throw ng

this one out when the Eugene Robertson is

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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different fromthe Eugene Robertson in the
m ddl e and t he Eugene Robertson on the left?

So this guy submtted three
di fferent signatures on the sanme notarized
letter, but M. Geen has an issue for that,
and so | ask this Board to take it to
consi deration that these five notarized
letters, which are | egal docunents, and allow
me access to the ballot.

When you | ook at, for exanple,

Ki nberly Watson, Kinberly Watson on the actual
petition, if you |look at her K, the K on the
petition, that's page 2, line 17, on the
petition, her K there's a curve on the
petition, there's a curve on the notarized
letter, and there's a curve on the actual, on
the actual registration for the Board.

When you | ook at Lequaci ous --
when you | ook at Lequaci ous Wggins, which is
page 2, line 12, if you |ook at the L-E on the
petition, there's a curve in the L one and to

the E. If you ook at the L on the notarized

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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letter, there's a curve going onto the E, and
when you | ook at the L-E on the actual
registration, there's a curve.

The only difference is that he
t hen when he signed rushed and put a | owercase
Q versus a capitalized Q Everything else is
exactly the sane.

When you | ook at -- when you | ook
at El oi se Simmons, El oise Sinmmons, the E and
everything is -- the E-- if you |look at E on
the notarized letter, if you ook at the E on
the, on the Voter Registration, and if you
| ook at the E on the petition, they are the
sane.

The only tine that a person signs
100 percent is when you have enough tine and
you're sitting down at a desk and you don't
want the people to get out of your face, and
so these notarized letters should be accepted
by the Board because they are | egal, binding
docunents that these people contest, contest

to being legit and they provided not only

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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their nanme, but their phone nunber in case the
Board wants to call themand verify that they
did in fact sign these petitions.

And, | ask the Board to accept
these five petitions and to also | ook at the
fact that he's not chall enging that Eugene --
that the Eugene notarized letter that has
three separate signatures versus he's
chal | engi ng the other four based off nothing
but whatever the reason why he's chall engi ng
t hat .

That's all, Madam Chair.

MR, GREEN: Madam Chair.

CHAIR NI CHOLS: Yes, sir.

MR, GREEN: The reason |'m not
chall enging Ms. Simmons is because this
signature does |look simlar to the signature
on the record. Let's keep focused on the
signature itself, not the printed nane. You
know, it does |ook simlar even though the E
| ooks slightly different, but |I'mnot going to

make an A out of, you know, out of that.
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He brought up Ms. Watson. | do

want to point out that the address that M.
Wat son wote on this notarized letter is not
the sane address on the Voter Registration.
On the Voter Registration, her apartnent
nunber is 303, but on this letter, she's 102.

And, also, let me remnd the Board
of what took place two years ago when we were
before you, we had the sane issue where the
signatures did not match. There was a
notari zed, notarized letter presented with
sone type of explanation, but the Board
deci ded not to accept that because | shoul d
have a right to interrogate that letter if the
claim if the person is going to say that his
signature doesn't match because his armis
br oken or what not.

But when the signature is
conpletely different, like Ms. Sinmmons, |
shoul d have the opportunity to see M.

Si nmons, her present before the Board in

person wth her identification saying that,
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"Yes, that is ny signature, sonething happened
that day, |I'mnot quite sure."

And, if the Board is going to
contact themw th the nunbers on this
notari zed letter, | also urge the Board to
contact themwth the information on their
voter record as well. The phone nunber --

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: The basic
address is the sane?

MR GREEN: Right, the basic is the
sane, yes.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Ckay. That's
what we -- that's where we woul d depart from
You know, and having sone strict rule that it
has to match to the T as long as the basic
address is the sane

MR, GREEN: That's under st andabl e.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: | nean, they can
nove from apartnent to apartnent within the
building that that really is not -- | think
there is a presunption that as |long as we

don't focus on apartnent and apartnment nunber

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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or the lack thereof, the |ack of of those --
or differences --

MR, GREEN:. Ckay.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: -- as long as
there are no two streets in different
guadrants with the sane nane.

MR, GREEN: And as it relates to --
['"m sorry.

CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: And range of
nunbers -- so this is nore conplex than it --

MR, GREEN: Right, and that's
under st andabl e.

CHAI RMVAN NI CHOLS: And, yet it --
and yet it in sonme regard it's sinplistic, but
| don't want to get under this anynore.
understand the argunents. W will take it
under subm ssion and we will issue an order.

Thank you so nmuch for com ng.

MR, GREEN: Thank you.

CHAI RMAN NI CHOLS: | appreciate it.
You all take care.

MR. GREEN: You too.
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CHAI RVAN NI CHOLS: Al | right.

We got an eight mnute recess coning.
(Wher eupon, the above-entitl ed

went off the record at 10:50 a. m)

(202) 234-4433
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